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To the Honourable Houſe of Com- 
mons, now a{lembleg 1 Pariiament, 


Ty 7 pleaſed this Honourable Aſſembly to re- 
WI quire my (erlice in preaching at the late 
ſolemne and religious afflti Jing our ſoules 
before the Lord, to which not only my duty 
but experience of your former acceptance 
of my endeavours, made me yeel | a ready 
obedience, But although [ knew your goodneſſe would teare 
with that weal-neſſe which would be arſcovered 11 (pealting 
to [0 grave and judicious an guditory x yet could I not ex- 
peck to receive ſo large a teſttmony, not only of your accept a- 
tron; but thanks, as [ and my G olleague hate (i One; much 
leſſe that you ſhould ſo expreſl) end to have them publiſhed, 
berauſe now what Lame ſhall be caſt upon my inſuſficiency 
in handling and proſecuting ſuch a ſub jeft, muſt 177 ſome 
fort refied upon your ſelves, For my ſelfe 1 he Be all 0h. 
jetrons agarnſt my ſending them abroad, with this, that 
hey are yours, and it 18 fit for me to Jeeld unto your dif- 
poſing of them, 

For the maine leſſon handled, the Lord grant that our 
ſeeking him while he may be found, may prevent us from 
Leing a further proofe of it to other Nations, and ſucceeds, '8 
generations, Y 
__ Azd to this end, the ſame Lord guide and oleſſe unto 
A 2 us, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

us. ard reward into your owne boſomes , and your poſterities, Ny & 
all the mary, long, and unwearied lakours which you have | 
undergone, and ſtill continue in for the glory of his name, 
the reformation of his Church, tne honour of bis Majeſty, 
the peace and proſperity of the whole Realme, This is ſo | 
| gererally deſired and {ought for at Goas hands, that I hope 

| the God who eareth prayers, will not leave the haypineſſe | 
| mmperfeft, which he ſeemes to have prepared by your meanes, | 
nor deprive us of the good which you are work:ng, To his | 
wiſedome, protefiion, mercy, and grace, he leaves you, who 

| is yur daily remembrancer at the Throne of Grace. $a 
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2 KINGS 23.26, Readallo verſ-25. 

And like unto bim (that is King Joſiah) there was n0 
King before him that turn'd to the Lord with all his 
beart, and with all his ſoule , and with all his might, ac- 
cording toall the Law of Moſes; neither afterwards aroſe 
any like unto him, 

Notwithſtanding the Lord turned not from the fierceneſſe 
of his great wrath , wherewith his angev was kindled 
againſt Tudah, becauſe of all the provocations that Ma- 
naſſeh had provoked him withall. 


His King Joſh ( Right Honourable and 714. 
bu Fa ) may Sn put bee counted, —— 
not only one of the Worthzes of the 
World, but alſo one of the Worlds 
SAESIDEZ wonders : There is bardly any thing 
recorded of him but what is wonder- 
full; his very birth was wonderfull, he being propheſied |. 
of by name, about 35 o yecrs before he was born : And ,, EN 
B- 


there- 
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inre*%$- therein ſore-promiſed to doe thoſe great things which 


tee ff-Red againſt 1dolaters, and the Reliques of Itdo- 
latry. And it was as wonaerfwll,to think in what a deſpe- 
rate cona'tion, andtime Of the Church he was born, in 
thedarkelt milnight of apoſtalie, when the ter Tribe 
were Ccatricd away Captive, and Judah a:d Benjamin 
e-nly leſr, and they (as farre as the cye_ of man could 
ſce ) wholly and generally fallen fromthe Lord their 
(Od ro al} $wnner of [ds and Tdolatries : whenthe 
very Temole of Golwas made a denne of Idols, nay, 
bis Altar rhe only Altar of Ifrael deſtroyed, to make 
roOme for Altars erected to Idols : When the true 
Church had hardly any vilible being upon the face of 
the carth;yea,l am perſiwaded that inthe darkeſt trmes of 
Anit-chriſtianity , the true Church of Chriſt was never 
more 741i/ible, than it was abour that time when /0/iah- 
was born. And it was another worder, that in ſuch a 
itrong tation as Idolatry then had, that any could pol- 
ſibly fo prevaile in the Cort, as to give ſuch educari- 
on tothe young Pricce, Nor is it lefle wonderfull that 
by that time he was but fixteen yeeresold, he ftoodout 
a perfi-& godly man, undertaking the cauſe of Ged, and 
the Reformation of Religion : and thit with ſuch a perfe# 
heart to make the moſt complete and abſolute reformation 
of the Church; that ever was wrought by any mortall 
man, zfince God had a Church on earth, But'the ſuc- 
ceſle of his labours ſeeracs to mes the moſt worgderfull 
of all the reſt, whether you look uponthe ſucceſle it had 
with the people, or the ſuccefle it.had with God, 

The ficcefle with the people was th:s,that although at 
Tofiabs firſt appearing as a 1ight Orient and illuſtrious 
Starre in adarkenigut, there was hardly any viſible wor- 
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ſhip or Worſhipper to bee found ; yet he carried-all 
before him like a torrent, and walked like a man of fire, 
(as his name ſignifies, che fire of the Lord) and brought 
the whole Nation ſo about, that there was ſcarce ever 
ſuch a Covexant made as he procured, and that not by 
2 prevailing party, but the YVniverſality of his King- 
dome joyned with him in it, and continuedin it,and 
held cloſe to it all the time that /oſiah lived in the 
pol This was the ſucceſſe that hee foundamong the 
people, 

But now the ſucceſſe that all this found with God is 
yet more wonderfull, and this my Text will tell you of , 
V/z, that notwithſtanding ſuch a rave man, was thus 
wonderfully ſtirred up thus miraculouſly carried On, with 
iuch a perfe# heart, with ſuch a«nanimens conſent of his 
people, to ſet upon the work of reforming Rel:gion; 
and did it fo as never mortall man didthe like before, 
nor ary aroſe afterward like unto him; yet z0o:with(fax- 
ding all this the Lord turned not away from the fierceneſſe 
of his great wrath, fc, 

And ſo now you ſee my Text is a deſcription of the 
altogether hopeleſſe and helpleſſe condition of the Church 
Of the Jewes,though there was a Phyſitian riſen up,who 
had found our the moſt pretious balme that ever was, 
and faithfully applyed it; yet the hurt of Gods people 
could receive no cure, but they mult dic for tr. 

And this may be reduced to theſe two Heads. 

Firſt, you have their miſerable and fortorne eftate in 
theſe words : (Notwithſtanding the Lord turned not from 
the fierceneſſe of his great wrath nhich was kinaled againſt 
Tadah,) 

Secondly , you have the cauſe of all this, what it was 
B z that 
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|| 1»1:0a%9- that made God irreconciliably and inexorably (et againſt 


_ — _ . them in theſe words x becauſe of all the prouvecations” 


wherewtth Manaſſes had provoked him , though he were 
dead betweenthirty and forty yeeres before lo/:ah ended 
his dayes, yet hzs provocations were the cauſe that God 
would never bee reconciled to his people, though hee 
was reconciled to Manaſſehs perſon before hee dicd, 
I purpoſe not any exaR or large handling of this text, 
nor is it poſſibly to be donein one Serman : I ſhall on- 
ly cull oat ſuch things as are moſt intended by the holy 
Ghoſt, and moſt ſuicable to the occaſion of our 
| meet10g. 
| ©4442. And firſt,let us ina few words conſider it in relation 
|| on ton tothe former verle ; and ſecondly, as it lies in it ſelfe, 
cm Asirſtinds inrela(ion to the former deſcription made 
| © of toiab andthe high priiſes which God there beſtowes 
upon him, I chence obſerve, That when Gor raiſes up 
any excelent inſtruments to appeare 18 his cauſe, they are 
moſt gratioufly accepted with him, though therr endeavours 
ſhould cometo nothing: there ſhall be glory and honour,and 
;mmortality, and eternali life ro themſelves, though there 
be indignation, and wrath, tribulation, anguiſh, and woe, 
upon the people whomthey would willingly doe good 
unto. This you ſee plainly inthis text ; 7oſt4h ſers up 
a building which was inſtantly thrown Jown ſtick and 
{tone ; yet never man received better wages and greater 
reward than he did. God hath raiſed up many worthy 
raſtruments to doe him ſervice,who have had admirable 
- ſuccefle in their way. «Moſes brought Gods people out 
of the bondage of Egypr, carried them through a defo- 
EDS late, waſtfall, howling Wilderneſſe, and that miracu- 
c,__ _  lonlly for forty yeeres together, Toſhua gave them the 
poſleſon 
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poſſeſſion of the promiſed land, and left them in it in 
peace. David ſubdued all their enimies abou: them, un- 
till they were all put under the ſoles of their feet, leaving King,s.3-4 
them neither adverſary nor evill occurrent, Solomon built 

Gods Temple, and eſtabliſhed the Church inthe pu- 

rity of Gods Worſhip and Ordinances, and the Com: 

mon-wealtch with admirable peace and proſperity; yet , 

not any of theſe more magnified by the Lotd than - 
Tojah, whoſe work came tonothing. This 1s my firſt 

obſervation; and it hath theſe two braxches ; firit it im- 

plies, that the endeUours of rare Iutruments may come 10 —— 
aothing , that men may bce ſtirred up with admirable 4., ces. 

ſpirits to attempt great things for God, and yer their 

work miſcarry. 

Secondly , that though their work come to nothing, yet 
themſelves (hall be highly magnified with the Lord, 

I could calily give abundant teftimonies-and-ta- i110, 
ſtances of ſuch whom Goll hath raiſed up with extra- g........ 
ordinary ſpirits ; men that wee might think had been fit «+ race in- 
to carry the world before them, who have cfteced little _ wo 
or nothing: E/ras for one, a man { as it were) made of ,, no. 
fire. who ar one time, called a Par/tament of the King, ibs 
andiall ihe Heads of Iſrael together, convinced rhem of 
their balting berween God and Baal,and wrouz''t fo at 
the preſent, chat all the people cryed out the / ord rs 
God, and ſeemedto have their h-arts brought bart agaty 
to the Lord their God ; and likewiſe that eight hundred 


+1 £5 $. 


' Idolatrous Prieſts and falſe Prophets were put to the 


{word ; yet the very next day, he was faine torunaway _ , 
to ſave his life, undertaking a journey of torty daves to 
keep himfelfe from the fury of TezaZel. Teremy was a 
another, pare man,one of the moſt zealous Inſtruments 
= that 


a 


—_. te 


\ ——_ — — _"— 


s 4 Sermon preachcd at the laſt Pal 


that ever Godemployed,inſomuch that he ſaid of him- 
ler. 15.10. ſelfe that he was a man of contention to all the earth , and 
Gods ward was in him like fire tn his bones, which he could 
zot keep in, yet this man in his almoſt forty yeares 
preaching,could neither prevail with K:zg,nor Princes, 
Prophets, Prieſts, nor People ; all grew worle and worſe, 
and himſelfe in the end was carried away, by a rebellj- 
ous company, into that accurſed land of «£g3pt, and 
there died. 

And it hath been often obſerved, that the Lord hath 
Scet"15 ſeen it fit for reaſons beſt knowne to himſeltfe, to let 
Nats 23, abundance of the worthies whom he hath employed 
Mat, 23, abundance of the worthies whom be hath employe 
34,37-A:'s even (fo farre as men could judge,) to perith in the 
A work he hath ſetthem abour. 

But ſecondly, whatever their ſucceſſe hath beene 


FO IC 


] cr, 20.94 


Second . 
Branch, amongſt mer, they have been never awhit leſle regarded, 
75eUM- or rewarded by the Lord; for this the Scripture is 


highly - -plaine, Eſay 49.5. Therethe Prophet in Chr#/is name, 
magn:d and in his owe name, and in the name of all Gods in- 
warded by [Fruments, concludes,That though they ſpend therr ſtrength 
God, for nought, and in ame, yet ſurely therr work ts with the 
Lord, and though the people be not gathered, yet they ſhall 
be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, axd their God will be 
therr ſlrength, And Paul faith, 2 Cor, 2.15, We are 4 
ſweet ſavour to God in them that periſh, as well as in them 

that are ſaved, 
And there is plainereaſon ſor it, becauſe /incere en 


deavyours to doe God ſervice is our whole work ; but the 


E. ſucceſſe of theſe endeavours is Gods work, Now the 


Lord hath ried himſfelfe in his Covenant, to reward 
every man accordrng to bis owne work, and z0t accordin 


to the work of another ; God never required at the hands 


of 
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of any Miniſter to ſave foules, or at the hand of any 

Magiſtrate to preſerve a Nation, of any husband to 
produce a crop out of the ground, &c. this belongs On- 
ly to himſelte; he only requires at their hands ro be 
his ſerTar:ts, to obey his will, wherein if they be faithful, 
they ſhall not miſſe of their reward. God compares 
Kings andPrinces, and other of his fervants, to nur/1ng 
fathers, and nurſing mothers: Now you that are perſons 
of quality, if you put forth a childe to nurſe, and can 
bave perfect information that the nurſe loves, attends, 
{uckles your childe, and performes all the duties be- 
longing to a nurſing mother , this nurſe, I ſay, 1s by 
you eſteemed and rewarded, whether th;e childe hve or 
die: yea it maybe the more when the childe dies, be- 
cauſe you {ce her aMMifted in loſing your chile which 
ſhe would gladly have enjoyed. 

I doc bur name this, you are wife to apply 1t to your 
ſelves, yon (Right honourable and beloved ) are em- 
ployed in great ſervices, Cod hath raiſed you up to 
attempt glorious things for his #ame, for the purging 
of his houſe, and the eſtzbiiſhing Of this great pPenmPIC 
inthe peace of the Goſpel: how farre God will uſe any 
of you, I cannot tell; and how farre this unworthy 
Nation will acknowledge your indefatigadble pines, I 
cannot tell, as yer you have the prayers and blc ſlings 
Of all forts of people, high and low, rich and poore, 
that wiſhwell to Sion. But however goe ON, yee VVor- 
thies of the Lord, wich ſincere hearts ro doc what God 
requires at your hands; and whether this Nation be 
gathered or not, you ſhall be gloriow 1m the ezes of 
God, and the Lord will be your ftrength, Toſiah you ſee 
had che greateſt commendation of all others, norwith- 
ſtznding 
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ſanding the Lord turned not from his fierce wrath : 
and this is all 1 have to ſay from the connection of the 
words, that God magnified 7o/1ah, though his work 
Came tO Ppothing. 

Now let us conſider them in themſelves, where I 
ſhall not need before fo grave and rntelligent Aﬀſem- 
bly, to waſte the time in analiſing or giving the gram- 
maticall interpretation of ſo plaine and eafie a Text, 
I ſhall only take up three doarinall obſervations (which 
you will ice to lie clearly in the words.) and handle 
them as the Lord ſhall pleaſe to enable me, and the 
time permit ; whereof the firſt is: 

That Gods wrath 1s & moſt fearfull and dreadful thing 
when it is once throughly kixdled. 

The ſecond and maine doarine is, That the [13s of a 
Church and people may come to'that heigth, and Gods 
wrath may be kindled to that heat, that notwithſtanding 
therr reformation, God will :nexorably goe on to 4 deſola- 
:t0,, Nothwithſtanding all that eſtab did, the Lord 
turned not from his fierce wrath. 

The third is, this being done for Manaſſebs proyo- 
cations I obſerve , That the ſins of one generation may be 
the ground and cauſe of the deſirution and ruine of the 
ſucceeding generation, The abominations that Manaſſes 
committed and commanded in his time, were the 
cauſe why God was unappeaſably bent to the deftrui- 
on of the generation that lived after him. ; 

I begin with the firſt, That the wrath of God, when «t 
is oreatly kindled, is extreme fierce, or it isa moſt dread- 
full thing to bee under Gods wrath when. ir is once 
kindled, Mark how the words here are edg'd, how 
wonderfully emphaticall, how dreadfully expe 
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. God turned not from the fierceneſſe of his great wrath, 


wherewith his aager was kindled. David faith, if his 
wrath be kindled bur a l:ttle, bleſſed are they that truſt 
in him. implying their miſery that be under it ; but 
when there is the fierceneſſe of his great wrath, they are 
miſerable 7:deed who are under that. 

[n clearing of this,I ſhall firſt briefly diſcuſle two or 
three queſtions, and then endeavour (as the Lord ſhall 
lielp me ) to ſet ithome toyou in an application. 

what the wrath of God rs 2 what is the wrath of © od, 
of which the Scripture ſpeaks ſoofren, and ſuch dread- 
full chings? 

In men we uſe to ſay, that anger or wrath 1s pertur- 
tatio concitatt antmi, the perturbation of a troubled 
ſpirit; but in God it 1s tranquilla conſiitutio juſty ſup- 
pixcze, a calme-and quier appointment of juſt puniſh- 
ment. Plainly, wrath or anger in God 1s never attri- 
buted to him, in regard of any: troubleſome paſs:0x, or 
afet:on , but only 1n reſpeRof the Yfe#. I ſay, that 
wrath Or anger is attributed to God, not ſecundum per- 
turbationts aſjetum, but ſecundum ulttonts effetum, In a 
word, then Gods wrath is nothing but his revenging 
juſtice ; which juſticeof God, as it zmply burnes againit 
ſinne,the Scripture calls his azger : when it doth more 
fiercely excandeſcere, or ſparkleout,it is called his wrath: 


the ſame juſizce, when it pronounceth ſerterce, is called 


his j«dgement ; when it is brought intoexecatzon, it is 
called his vengeance; ſo that wrath, anger, | udgement, 
and vergeancein God are all exe: Gods wrath is his 
revenging juſtice, and when, I ſay, his wrath ( when 
greatly kindled) 1s exceeding fierce, I meane it 
is a dreadfull, horrid, and fearefull thing to fall 
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Ti {0c under the dint of Gods revenging jultice, 


How may the fierceneſſe of Gods w:ath appeare ? 
I anſiver briefly, it is impoſſible tor any tongue to 


ſet it forth. 470oſes tells us, 20 947 {zzowes the power of 
' Gods wrath; God 1s not eaſily provoked, hee is {low 


to wrath : his wrath is as a great Bell long. railing, but 
when it is oncÞ vp, makes ſuch a er7ad fulllound, as no 
torove can expreſſe. Many- a poore foule feeles a 
great deale of it, whole Nations bave Jaine urder it, 
but never was any creature able to ſay what the power 
of Gods fierce wrath is, But it youwill give your re- 
verent attention one quarter of an houre, I tha!l ( God 
willing ) out of the holy Scriptures open ſomething, 
which may in ſome degree make you conceive, how 
fearſull the wrarh of God 1s, when it is once &1adled, 
Ard doc rot think that I ſhall ſpeak of what concerns 
ſtrangers; and-not your ſelves; for I greatly feare, that 
before we part it will de too evident, thar this fierce 
wrath is kindled againſt ſome of our owne ſoules who 
are here preſent. Indeed your calling and meeting 
this day for humiliation, faſting, and prayer ſeemes to 
tcll all the world, that you belecve that Gods wrath is 
kindledz and therefore being kindled, it is fit-you 
ſhould know what kinde of flame it is, - 

Firſt, Conſider by what dreadfull compariſons the 


boly Ghoſt uſeth to ſet out the fierceneſſe of Gods 


wrath, Asthe reavins of a £yon * the Lyon hath roared, 


who will not tremble? the Lord hath uttered his voice, 


who willnot fear? To a terrible earth-quake,that makes 
the ſoundation of the h1Jls to quake and tremble. But 
moſt uſually-ir is ſet out by devewring fire, the moſt 
terrible of all the creatures which Gods hand hath 

made; 
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made :and mark what kind of fire it is : Sometimes it 18 he & 
compared to a ſhower of fire; God raines downe upon 6.4 wrath 
the wicked fire and brim one and horrible tempe it © rain- _—_ 
ing downe of ſnares, and fire, and brimſtone, is a horri= Om 
tle tempeſt indeed. If any mortall man had food with 
Avraham, and ſeene the Lord raining downe flakes of 
hre and brimſtone upon s odom and Gomorrha, hec would Gen.19.24 
have thought it an horrible tempeſt. Yea it is com- 
pared to a /abe or river of fire, Eſ41.,30. ult, The breath 
of the Lord (ſpeaking of Tophet) like a river of fire 
and brim one kindles it, Imagine the anger of the Lord 
thus ſetout, as if from Gods #o#r1ls , and out of hi 
mouth ſhould come huge /ates or floods of fire and brim- 
itone, ſtreaming out upon the people with whom hee 
is angry: Whar dreadfull things are theſe ? Yet fur- 
ther, Gods wrath is ſet out to bee ſuch a fire as is alto- 
gether rrreſs #ible, (o that the poore creatures on whom 
it falls, cannot poſſibly ſtand before ir : and therefore 
uſually when God is ſaid to ariſe in wrath and fry, the 
people, that bee the veſſels of this wrathare ſaid to bee 
wax, and ſtraw, andſtubble, dry leaves, and rotten hedgess 
and what are theſe to ſtand before huge ſtormes and 
floods,lakes of fire and brimſtone ? 
 _ Andasit is #rreſ##iLle, fo it is 1atolerable; which is 
yy ſet out by weeping and wailing , and graſhing of 
teeth, 
And laſtly, Such a fire, when once throughly kind- 
Ted, can never be quenched, There bee two expreſhons 
(among many others) in the Scripture, which bee very 
dreadfull, to this purpoſe : The one is Deater, 32. 26. 
Where the Lord faith, that a fire & k12dled in bis anger, * 
and mark what a fire it is, it ſhall burne to the lowe# hell, 
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| The fi1ce- and ſhall conſume the earth with herencreaſe , ard ſet 07 
fire the foundations of the mountaines, Such a fire as when 
—— once kind'ed burnes up mountaines, earth, and world, 
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and all, and never reſts till it abide in heil, where there 
i5 no bottome, and there ir burnes for ever. The other 
is in Naham 1, VVhere Gods fury and fierce anger is 
compared to fire which throwes downe rocks, licks up the 
{[ea, buryes up the forrefts , melts and burnes the earth and 
world, and all that dwel's therera, Certainly, that muſt 
nceds bee a dreadfa}l and horrid thing which the ſpirit 
of Cod thus deſcribes. 

Sccondly,Conſtder ſome of the effefs of Gods wrath, 
and then you will conceive in ſome meaſure what it is. 
Thertbrowing of many millions of Angels out of hea- 
ven irtotbe loweſt hell, was norhing bur the effc&t of 
Gods wrath, The opening the flood-gate of all (1n and 
miſcry upon all maukind , w2s nothing bur an efte& of 
GoJs wrath, The dcluge that over-whbelmed all the 
world, all the plagues of Egypt, burning of Sodom, the 
carths opening and ſwallowing up Korah and his com- 
pany,all tne famine, peſtilence , blood, that ever the 
world lay under, are but ſo many «ffe&s of Gods wra:h, 
Nay the dreadfull appearance at the laſt day, when the 
Potentates and Princes Of the world will bee humble 
Sui'ersto the hills and mountaines to fall on them, will 
bee nott. ing but an eff-& of rhe Lords comming in 
wrath,to render vengeance to his enimies. Yea tobee 
throwre to al. eternity into the pir of kei], into utter 
darkneſle , into the fire that never is quenched, ard a- 
mong wormes that ſhall never ceaſe gnawtnsg, all theſe 
are nothing but to be under the wrath of Gor, But above 


all theſe, and if ten thouſand more could bee named, 


that. 
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that ore eff- & of it,in the Lords DOW rig Out the viall 


of bis revengang juſtice upon the body and foule of our ; 


Llejjed Lord and Saviour leſus Christ, 1s moſt ableto in- 
forme us, how great and fierce the wrath of God is : that 
when hce had bur 0xe S032 WNO was his felow (as the Pro. 
pher ſaith , wake ſword cnd [mite the man that « my fel. 
low; ) yt this rev erging juſtice being poyred our upon 
him, mace him (who in his perſon was noother then 
God bimfelfe, yet in his humane nature) when thts cup 
was put into his hand, yea the very fir ft taſte of it made 
Iz zm ſweat arops of blood trickling down to the ground, 1na 
cold winters night : and when hee had drunk ir off, it 
made himcryour in the arguiſh of his ſoule, 2) God, 
my God, why bait tr0z forſaken mee * Theſe eftcCts may 
hcipe us tO conceiverwhatadreadiull thing t-is-t10-wric- 
filewirh the wratn of God. 

Putthicdly , Were I able to openthe thing it (cle, 
and Jet you r c » In rhe cauſes, you would inſtantly con- 
clude.rbat it is beyond all ; ;pprehenſion. Conceive it 
thus, The rever. girg titice ot God is God's oppoſurrg him- 
ſelfe anainit the FeSLAFR . When God takes his crea- 
ture into his hard, and by his almighty power upholds 
the being of it, that ir may fcelewhat the Lord jcho- 
vah can doe upon ir, and agaivit 17. This no Take, Crea- 
ture can conceive, V\hen God hath only hid bim- 
{clfe from his deare if fr:ends, this very niding of bum- 
ſelfe harh been fo dreadfull,that it hath made them gone 
roaring all the daylong dried up their matiture, wade 
their lives uncemfortaile and a burden 10 the mſclves, 
turnd all other comforts into gall and wormeOo! 
Now it only an Eclirfſe of hisloving countenance bee 

thus intolerable, what 1s it for Godto fall Upon Aa Crea- 
C-3 | wie 


Txe e fierce 
ſe Es 
Gals wrath 


Lil CS - 


2 
F-om the 
Callic Of its 


—_— —— — —— ——_—  —— —  —  x_——____<_ 


hy | 

T. 'j | ow # 

s | re ; of 
i Gods 13rath 


A—__— 
—— — — 


—_—C — —————— —————ﬀ——— 


7he © toreas his enimy 2 Vhen a poore worme muſt 


Md WO — =. = - {TY 


_— 


i Cermon pre achid at the late Fat 


- 


not On- 
ly ſtzndunder the weight ofa huge rock falling upon it; 
but of an almighty God. Y ou that have large thoughts 
may now eaſily conceive what a fearetull thing the 
wrath of God 18. 

The third Queſtion is; Againit whom is this wrath 
of Godthus kindlcd ? 

I Anſwer ; Firſt, Gods wrath may. be kindled mrl4ly 
and gently againſt his owne aeare children, when they 
walke not faithfully in his Covenant, when they lay 
alidetheir filiall obedience , when they give occaſion 
to his enimies to blaſpheme his Name: though hee 
will not ſuffer all his indignation to ariſe , yet his fa- 


- therly diſpleaſure may bee kindled againſt them, And 


even this fatherly wrath, this gentle wrath, ( if it bee 
not a contradiction to call it ſo) theſe ſmall drops of 
bis diſpleaſure, are more unſupportable to them than 
all the miſeries of the world : Yea, they could more 
willingly ſubmit to the rorments 1n hell (provided 
that Gods countenance did but ſhine upon them) than 
to undergoe that which this wrath of God ſometimes 
diſtills upop them : And yet all this while wee may rru- 
ly ay of them, they are children «der wrath , bur not 
the children of wrath ; not the people of his wrath, not 
the veſlels of his wrath. 

But if you will know, Secondly, VVhat are the peo- 
ple againſt whom God hath indignation for ever; the 
Scripture tells it you in this expreſſion ordinarily, they 


_ are the children of Belial, fo they are uſually called in 


the Old Teſtament ; that is, ſuch as will not beare 
Gods yoke ; maſter-lefle children, yoke-lefle children : 


And inthe New Teftament, they are called ch:/drez of 


adrſobedrence; 


®w 
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] - : . | Gods wratl. 
Now whotheſe children of Bel:aland of diſobedience ———— 


are, I mult a little explaine to you, and then the Ap- 
plic:tion will bee eafie. 1 ſay therefore that theſe chil. 
ren that will not carry the yoke, are, Firſt, a untelce= 
vers, 1 doe not meane Negative unbeleevers, that is, 
thofc that doe not beleeve in Chriſt, becavſe they never 
heard of him; but Poſitive wnbeleevers, who bave had 
the glorious light of the Goſpel ſhining to them, to 
W.10M the Lord Teſw hath been freely offered.as a Savi- 
our to deliver them from wrath to come ; and yet they 
refuſe to comein, and to accept of him, as hee offers 
rmſelfetn bis Geſpel ;Yecauſe they doe not like to rake 
bimupen ſuch hard termes; you may be ſure the wrath 
of God reſts upon theſe men. Trrne but to /obz 2, «lt, 
Hee that beleeves in Chri tt ſhall te ſaved, hee that be- 
leeves not is a damned man: and how ? the wrath of God 
abides on bim, Mark that expreſſion, a%rdes on him : The 
wrath of God takes up,as it were, his ha-:1at:0n in an 
unbelcever. So that whar Gods grace ſometimes ſaid 
Of Sulomons Temple, Here will I dwell for [nave 4 aelrg bt 
7nit: Sothe wrath of God ſecmes to ſay of an unbe- 
leever, Here } will dwell, here 1 will abide for ever. 
Secondly, The children of diſobedience and fonnes 

of Belial, areſuch, whoſe lives and converſations are 
contrary to the rules of the Goſpels who as they will 
nottake Chit tobe their portzon by faith, fo they will 
a2t take Chriſts ro7d in the Goſpeltobe their gurde z 
but they will live indecd withour all yoke, Going what 
is good in their owne eyes; theſe are the {onnes of Be- «, 
tal, You may fee a notable deſcription of them in the 
prophelie of Zacharte,ch,n.v.3, where the wiltull dif. 
So obcaience. 
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is expreſſed by divers ſimilitudes,alltending ro the {ame 
purpoſe.Tk ey refuſe to bearken,ſtop thetr eaves, 4s nOt wile 
ling to hearGods counlel,they pull'd away the ſhoulder, 
25 an Oxe or Bullock that ſhripks back from the yoak,or 
45 Onethat ſhould carry a burthen, pulls away his ſhoul- 
der,when he ſhould take it,and lets it fall: ſo theſe deale 
with the eafic yoak,and the lizhtburthen of Gods com- 
mandements.Y ea, they makerthkeir hearts asan Adamant 
Stone; there is inthema ſtifle and wilfull reſolution to 
ſin,wbereby their hearts are as intraQtable to any good- 
nefle, as the hardeſt fort of ſtones, Flints, or Diamonds 
are tobe wrought by the toole into any faſhion we de- 
ſire : when you bave ſaid all you can ;, oy their wan- 
tonneſle,uncleanneſle,prophanneſs, pride,covetouſneſs, 
&c.you prevaile no more than when an hammer ſtrikes 
upon an anvile : Their hearts caneaſilyrejeR all yee 
cannot beat a ſplinter off from them : then immediate- 
ly it followes in the next verſe, 7 herefore there came a 
great wrath from the Lord of Hoſtes, Theſe are the ſons 
of Belial, theſe are the veſſels of Gods wrath, 

Now toapply thisto our ſelves, it might firſt teach 
all who are reconciled ro God by Chrift, what infinite 
cauſe they have every day of their life, to bleſle that 
grace of God, which barh not appoznted them unto 
wrath, but by the blood of his own ſonne, bath deli- 
vered them from wath tocome. and provided for them 
everlaſting glory and happineſle. 

Secondly , 1t may likewiſe teach all that feare God 
never to envie the proſperous eſtate of any child of 
Belial , though waters of a fall cup bee wrung out of 
them, though they ſwim in wealth and honour, and 
pomp in this world , and have all their hearts can a: 
re, 


a. 


kt 


es th ee 
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ſire, and in the meane time account ic their glory that 74: ferce- 
they carry not the Lords yoak, never enyze their lot; If —_ 'S _ 
any here knew of halt a ſcore good tellowes ſet at4 ban. —- 
et of wine, furnifhed with all the helps of mirth and 
jollity ,} if hee knew withall, that the ſhort tobe payd 
for ir, mu{t be every mans heart b400d, he would be loath 
tobe one of the pack with them, 1 confeſle it is hard 
not to be troubled ar the proſperity of wicked men : 
even Davidand leremy found ita hard thing notto enyvie Plalizy. ;; 
their proſperity. Bur Ray till rhe ſhot be payd, enquire '****"* 
how able they wiil be to undergoe the wrath of God , 
enter 1nto rhe Sentteus'y, wnder(iand theer end 5 and thy 
envie will bee at-an end , but theſe I intended not to 
inſiſtupon. 
There ts one only proper ufe for the preſent occali- 3; 
on and that is this, you are-met this day together to 12 Þelp 
Faſt and Pray and mourne before the. Lord. and.,(as I — 
touched before) hereby you acknowledge that the wrath ta ce. 
of God is kindled, andithat your ſelves arecalled to 
take a courſe to turn away Gods wrath: and I verily 
believe this is the very end you aymed at, in calling 
us the vnworthy Miniſters of Chriſt to your help this 
day , that wee might bee aſliſtant to, you in whateyer 
might turn awaythe wrath of God from you, Now two 
things were at large preſſed upon you in the morning, 
as well befitting the work of this day. The one was to 
rent, and breat,and teare every one of your bearts in the 
ſeame of your ins, kindly and throughly to bumble you 
inthe ſight of God. The other was to provoke you to a 
ftrong reſolution to leave the waies Of lin in time rocome. 
In which twothivgs bamil:tion and Keformation,ſtangs 
the very life of unfained repentance , andthe ſpirituall 
part of a Religious Faſt ; without which all our ab- 
| | D ſtinence 
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reje #2 108, hearing, &c. are meere abominarions inthe ſight 
X of God, 1 rejoyce that you had theſe things ſer fo 
home inthe morning, ſome of my work being thereby 
la Huwili- fpared, But the bringing this lefſon home, it God (et 
2007 '!, it ON tO YOur hearts, may help to faſten the counſell 
ve"? given you in the morning, 4s 4 »ayle 1m 4 ſure place. 
led ic. [ ſhall endeavour to further your humiliation and re- 
formation from the meditation of the fearfulnefle and 
dreadfulneſſe of the wrath of God. 
| muſt thereforc entreat you all, (Honourable and 
beloved) fince you have vouchſated to call for the la- 
bour ofa poor manto help you, let mee be as free with 
you,as if you were ſo many meane people : my duty this 
day is to doe that which Jeremy did: Godcalls him in 
= a/mourning time, and faith, goe to the King and 9ueen, 
: and ſay come yee down, fit in the duſt, humble your ſelyes-: 
So I fayto you, comedown , forget that any of you 
are Earles or Lords, Knights, or Gentlemen, lay for a 
while theſe thoughts aſide ; and give mee leave to ask 
you two or three Queſtions,and be fo faithfull ro your 
own ſoules as to think how you can anfiver them be- 
fore the Lord, Are yee not children of Belral? (rhat is 
the very thing which muſt anſwer in your own 
boſome) that #, are there not amongſt you ſuch as 
refuſe to Carry the yoat of Chriſt * who will not take 
Chriſt to be your Saviour as he offers himſelfe ro you 
in his Goſpel ? you will have him upon other termes 


thanto make him your Xr2g, Prophet, and Prieſt, you 


would have him to deliver you from hell, but hee (hall 
not bee your Lord,fo, as for you to refigne up your 
ſelves to him, as adutifull wite reſignes up her ſelfe to 
her husband. And for your converſations, you will doc 


what 
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what is good in your own fights if you have a minde 
to ſweare you will ſweare ,' you will lie, bee uncleane, 
diſſemble, theſe things pleaſe you well and you will doe 
them.Now hear what I ſay.what thy outward quality or 
condition is I know not:but this I know,perſons of your 
quality do not uſe much tobe ſcared ; men are affraid to 
ſpeak any thing that may make you tremble : but you 
muſt be ſcared,orwe ſhall doe no good toyou. Y ou are 
now called to have your hearts rent, I have that to fay, 
might rent the very cawle of you heart, eventhis, oh 
thou miſerable and wretched worme |! great 15 the wrarh 
of God that 1s kindled agarnſt thee, I his terrible Lyon 
roares againſtthee, a dreadfull fire is kindled, a horrible 
tempeR is ready to fall upon thy head , ſhowers and 
foods of fire and brimſtone are even ready to be powred 
out upon thee : how art thou able to live with everlaſ? rmg 
burnings ? bow wilt thou awell with devouring fire * Thou 
that art cruſhed before a moth, how can thy heart endure, 
or thy hands be ftrong tn the day that God ſhall deale with 
thee? Thou that darſtnot think of lying oe day upon 
2 wrack, that canſt not endure for two or three dayes to 
be 77«7ng with the colrck , that art not able to beare rhe 
thoughts of lying under the tearing of a 2ynartane 
Agne from Michaelmas to Eafter , how wilt thou bee 
able to ſtand under the fall of ſuch a huge rock as the 
wrath of the Almighty God > which every moment is 
ready to break downe upon thee, How wilt thou doe 
when theſe rivers of fize and brimitone (hall be powred 


out upon thee ? and. thou no more able ro ſtan] be- 


fore them, than a few dry leaves are able to reſiſt the 
hugh breaking inof miny waters > On beloved , woald 
you wich due care apply theſe things to your own 
hearts, and preſent them to your ſouls as things preſent, 
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before the Lord! 

But there are two things which keep moſt people 
from being afcod with them, I be fiſt is, Thele things: 
are | OKC QpONAsS tags a faire off : Now it isa rule 1n 
Op:icks, Thar ihings farreofftc hough they be mai wveYores 
Greater ſeeme very {itrle:a £tarre that tSdigver than all 
the carth, ſcemes 10 bigger than a cancle being many 
milcs diſtant fromus, So while men look at the wrath 
of God, as they did at the Prophets Vilton, the Vigor 
that he ſees ts for many ayes to come , and be propveſies of 
the, trmes that are farreof : And put tbe evill day trom 


- them : All theſe threatnings axe but light matters. Se- 


condly,it fares with molt men in this pOInr,as with fome 


men that have ſhrewiſh wives, though their buſineſſe © 


lie within doores, yet they have no heartto be there 
for feare of chidiug :.Sorhough4jr be the moſt,neceſſi- 
ry work .tOthink of thele things z yet becauſe their 
unquiet conſciences upon the lealt ferious meditation, 
are readyto gnawandreare them, and makethem ſleep 
uncomfortauly, they labour to Crive off the thoughr of 
this thing as farrcas they Can, and will not think of 
Gods wrath duc to finne,from yeeres endto yeeresend. 
Whereas if men would bring it 1n rem preſertem, and 
k&cep thetr.eyes open ro buhold it,as a thing which «na- 


voydarly will come upon them, how admirably would it 


work upon mens licarts? 
To ri1is end, let me tell you a ſtory which I have of- 


ten read tO this purpoſe, It is reported of a certaine © 


Chriſtian King of Hungery, who being an a time mar- 
vellous ſad andhcavie, his brother that was a reſolute 
Courtier would needs know what heailed; Ch brother, 

. (faith 


CA CHAT PD EE. A— 


=_—_ RT 


4.4 ws 


— —— <——_— 


_ before th © ( ummon s Houſe of } 1 arlinmn: itt, 


(firh be.) have been a a great inn ner 202infl Go.!, and 7 
I krow nor how 1 ſhall appeare before hu n, whe nhe 

comes io jucgment: Thele are ({atd his broth er) melan- - 
choly thoughts and makes a toy of rhem, as Gallants 
ale todo: The K1u7 replyes nothing for the preſent 
our the cuſtom? Of that Countrey was, that if the Exe- 
cutioner of juiltice came and ſounded a Trumper detore 
any mai's COOre, the man was preſently to be led to ex- 
ecurion: the King inthe dead time ofthe night ſends 
his Deaths-man ,and cauſcs him to ſounu nis "Trumper 
before his brothers doore, who hearing and fecing rhe 
meficngerof death, ſprings in pale and trembling iaro 
his brothers prefenceard beſecches the King to let hinz 
know wherein he had offe nded. O!\ Brother replics 
the King, thou haſt loved me. andnever oftended mee, 

and is the fight of my Exccutioner fo dreadfull to thee; 

and ſhall noc I, fo great a finner feare to be brought to 
judgement beforc Jeſus Chriſte If we wou'd thus ſup- 
pole with Hr:erom that we heard this Trumpet founding, 
afile yee de1C & come tO ivdgmentyit would work tothe 
purpolc. On fer your ſelves therciorc in Gods pre- 
tence and bel:old the Lord (haking his lap, 'as Nebe. 


m1ab when hee ſhook bis lap and faid, {0 God thake N.b.s,rz; 


Ou: every man from tis houſe 2) Thus p_— | ſhake in- 
to etcrnall deftruRtion all rhe chiidren of Belral , anl 
then eviderce be brought in ag-im:tther, ( how great 
{oever thou art among t men) ihitrhou haſt a huge 


pilc offi heaped up againft Go: and ftilltattroneon” 


to adde drunkenrefſe to thirſt, oppoling God, his 

wayes, and his cauſe, reti!1 inT orice * offered freely,not 
willing to bee at peace with Go, J\viile thon haſt any 
mcares 10 fight againſt him : when a!l thee things 
{hall be laid open before thee, and (as thy jul rewar! £ 
D 3 3 
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/ , tome of hell, where thou ſhalc wiſh that thou hadſt 
been a toad, Or (asSone in deſperation ſometimes 


- theſe ever]aſliig burnings, which ſinfull men will never 
beabletoabide? I know ſuch is the depravation of 


—_———— 
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*rike thee 


CO 2 full blow, and ſinke thee to the bot- 


wiſhed) that thou might live there a thouſand yeers, | 
ſo thou mightſt have any hope 1n the end, that the: 
wrath of God might ceaſe towards thee, Would nor 
theſe things then work upon thee ? Couldſt thou then 
paſte ſuch a day as this , without trembling > Couldft 
thou be before the Lord , and not have. thy heart rent 
and torn ? Be perſwaded therefore once more to bring E 
ic home to thy own ſoule, and ſay, as he ſaid of his 

green fig, this grew in Carthage yeſterday : This wrath, 

this tca of miſery may break in upon me the next mo- | 
ment: 1 am yet joviall and merry, Lut Gods venge- | 
ance with woollen fcet follows me cloſe at the back, | 
and will overtake me; if I cannor mourn at the hea- 
ring of wrath, I muſt burn at the feeling of it. The 
good 1 ord melt our hearts with the feare of theſe 
things, leſt we be ſwallowed up 1n them, 

Ard then for the ſecond part, for your Reformation, 
would the Lord makethis day, a day of Reformation to | 
this honourable Aſſembly , what glorious things would 
be done by you! Now what more effeuall motive, what 
Furies whip, would more reſtraine from the praQiſe 
of (in, or more drive to ſeek a ſhelter under the wing of 
Chyi/t,and to pet into the ſafe conortron of the ſervants 
of God, thai the beholding of this devouring fire, 


mars nature, that it there. were any poſſibility of* 
avoiding Gods wrath without leaving their ſinnes , 
many mcn would reſolve with that wicked Cardinall 
not to leave their part in Pars, for their part in Paradiſe: 
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And with that oble man (which Luther ſpeaks Of ) 
who profefled, that if this life of going from whore- 
houſe to whore-houſe might laſt ever, hee would nor 
envie any mans going to heaven. But this will nor laſt, 
There 1s great wrath prepared for the workers of ins- 
gutiy, And therefore my humble requeſt is, that it any 
of you finde your hearts unwilling to ſubmir to that 
godly counſell,given you in the morning, of rurning to 
God,doe but think what your ſinnes,wbich you prz<efo 
| much, will coſt you, They ſay the Pope hath a book 


the rate of any finne ; npon what rermes a man may 
keep a whore,be a Sodomite, or murder his Father,&c. 
« | But here is a rate-book, where any of you may know 
what a beloved {inne will coft you; not a farthing roken 
lefle , than to lie under the devouring fire of Gods 
wrath tOall eternity. Porters will try their burthens up- 
on their ſhoulders before. they engage themſelves ro 
carry tt, doe thou fo. 
ney when he thought he (houl be burnt, he would pur 
| his fiager into the candle to fee how he could endure 
burning, doe thou often ſo ; gore often alone and av, 
here.is a fiane marvellous pleafant, fuch a ſinne gaines 
me thus much every yeere, but there 1s wrath to com-:? 
And therefore as Elihu faid to Iob , Becauſe there 1s 
wrath , beware leſt he take thee away with his (froak , a 
great ranſome cannot deliver thee, hee will not efteeme 


thy riches, no not gold , nor all the forces of ſireagit, 
Fourthly and laſtly , there is one uſe peculiar to-you 
that be our Noble Senntors , the Lords and Commons g4- 
thered in Pa///ament , wee know your care is for our 
pood, but this I humbly -propound to you , you will 

never 


called Taxacamere Apoſiolice, wherein men may know 
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| th : be fierce. CEVETL COC us 200d ; it Goas wrath bee not taken away 
Ws j acyt - - {rom us : were YOU {0 many Gar-altets, {0 many Hemas, ſ, 
| ——— ſomany Solomons , ſo many Angels gathered together, 
and all of one heartto ftuddy Englands good , you 
can doe Erzland ro good, it Gods wrath, which 1s 
kindled againſt ir, be not pacified. And therefore ler 
your great ſtudy bee both to finde out what hath Kind- 
led Gods wrath againſtus, and what may remove it 
from us: of which 1 ſhall becable to give you further 
knowledge in the next and maine leſſon to which now 
I paſle.v:z, 
— Thar tre [izs of 4 people may come to that paſſe, aud Gol's 
Wh In refer- wrath may bee k1udled to that hetgth , that notwith{tand. 
14 ; ome ing ther reformation, God will goe on 10 a Jeſolation, 
| eoc on to IN handling whereof 1 ſhall (the Lord helping mee ) 
4 delolatio. difcuſle theſe three things, Firit, I ſhall open the 
I thivg in Theſ7, clear the conclufion, and ſee if Ican 
make you underſtand it. Secondly, enquire 22 hypotheſ? 
whether it Concerne #5 Or not: ; whether our Nation, 
Church, or State, may bee thought to be in any 
danger of it. And thirdly, I ſhall endeavour to make . 
ſome uſes which may bce fitting for ſuch an Aſſembly 
as this 15, 
For clearing the concluſion, I ſhall endeavour theſe 
three things, Firlt, I will demonſtrate the truth of it. 
Secondly , I will enquire whether the {tgnes of it may + 
be known, and how farrethey may be known : Whether 
the Lord hath |cftany toot-ſteps or rules for us to pro- 
gnoſticate by,and fo ro judge when a people is cometo 
that paſſe: And it ſo,rhen, Thirdly, what thoſe tokens 
os os | ſhall endeavour to ſpeak plainly and freely of 
CE All, | 
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before the Commons Houſe of Parliament, 
ts For the truth of it, were there no other Inſtance to 9d my 
be found in any other ſtory,but this in my Text, it were 71.1509. 
ſufficient to prove that ſuch a thing may bee, That —— 
which bath been already , may bee ſo againe. 7oſiah, proved by 
we ſee, wrought ſuch a Reformation,that the whole K ing Scripture. 
e dome did, all bis dayes, follow the/Lord , and notwith Stand. * — 
ing all this, God turned not from his fierce wrath ; but went 
on to deſtroy them. The Lord threatens elſe-where that 
he would doe it, Zeph.2.1,2, Gather your ſelves together ' 
tefore the decree bring forth , before the day p.ſſe as the 
= chaffe, before the fierce anger of the Lord come upon you : As 
if he ſhould have ſaid, The decree is not yet come forth ; 
but if once it bring forth, it will be too Yate for you to 
ſeck for mercy. I herebe other examples (though not 
{ſo full as this) ſufficient to prove this truth: As Vexe- 
. teh for one : The Lord ſent the Prophet 1ozah to 
preach repentance or deſiruttion to them, and you know 
itis ſaid, The X78 laid aſide his Crown, and called 
themallto repentance; and repent they did; and God 
| ſaw their works, and for a while forbore that City ; and 3: 
a yer the judgement of moſt Interpreters is, that within 
fouriy years after, the City was deſtroyed, even in che 
ſame age wherein the Reformation was made. 
7] hat Inſtarceof the ewes is moſt remarkable.in our 
Saviour Chris time: oh Baptiit came before him,aod 
turped the hearts of the parents tothe children, and the chil- 
dren to the parents ; made ready a peojle prepared for the 
Lord there went out to him eruſalem and all [udea, and 
all the region about lordin, and were baptized of him, con- 
-- fefding their ſiz5s, And Chriſt had ſo mary followers, 
_ that the Scribes and Phariſees ſaid , all tbe worid went 
[ after him, that is, the body of their Nation. And the A- 
poſtles converted ſo many, that they ſaid to Paul;that A7.21.20s 
| there 
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beleeve. who are all zealous ; yet notwithſtanding, in that 
very age , wherein the Goſpel wrought thus cffeQually 
among them,the wrath of God came upon that Nation, 
to the mrmoſt, and ſcattered them over all rhe world. 

It is likewiſe recorded of the Romane Emprre, which 
for 2 matter ot ſix or ſcaven hundred yeares had been a 
dreadfull enimy to the Kingdome of the Lord firſt a- 
o1inſt the Church of the Jewes, and afterwards againſt 
the Chriſtians (while it was unconverted ;) in Conſtar- 
trnes time the Empire turned to Chriſtianity, and in the 
very firſt age of the Empres Chriftrantty, came the defſtryu- 
ion and diflolution of it. So that there 1s a truth 1n ir, 
that Gods wrath may be ſo far kindled, that he will ac- 
cept of no attonement, but will inexorably proceed to 
deſolation. 

The ſecond Queſtion is. Whether this may be known, 
whether we may poſſibly find out any direction, where- 
by to judge of Gods purpoſe of thus comming againſt 
a people. Anſw. And for that, I confeſle, a great ma- 
ny men, eſpecially fuch as are not willing to have any 
dangerous truth preached to them, doe think that all 
preaching and ſtudy , in ſuch points as theſe, is ofno 
more certainty,than the judgement of judrcrall 4ſtro- 

logy : tell them of wrath ro come, or deſolation of 
Churches , or deſtruction of Commoanwealths ; they 
lock on ſuch,s ſhall rell them of theſe things,as upon a 
company of 2gnoraxt people , who will beof their 4u- 
thors fatth, or ſteemthemas proad men, who would be 
thought to have nuore acquaintance with Gods ſecrets, 
than their neighbours, and therefore they muſt adven- 
ture upon ſuch high points; orat the beſt,conceive them 
to be ſulle,diſcontenied,melancholick people who look on 
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every thing with black ſpeRacles ; bur in the meane 
time themſelves will never bee perſwaded, that any can 
; give them rules of dire&ions to judge in this kind : 
Bur you are wiſe : and if you pleaſe to take twoor three 
places of Scripture into your ſerious thoughts,you will 
conclude quickly , that this is a point may be known : 
The one is Jerem 8.7,where the Lord blames tÞ+ ſtu- 
pidity of the people, that whercas the Stork in the hea- 
vers knowes ber appointed times ; and the Turtle, and the 
Crane,and the Swallow obſerye the times of thetr comment 
but bus people would zot knew the judgements of the Lord : 
arguing them to be more filly aud {imple than the ve- 
ry oirds and fowles, who could obſerve what ſeafons 
were fit or unfit for their ſtaying or removing in ſuch or 
- fucha Countrey; and Gods people remained ignorant 
| otthe ſeaſons of Gods approaching judgements, Ano- 
ther place you ſhall figd Hoſ.7.9., where the Lord f:irh 
of Eybramm, that is, the ten Tribes, gray harres are ſcatte- 
. red here and there upon him .' yet hee knowes it not \he 
meaning.plainly,is this ; That as gray h2irsare remem.- 
brances,and plain rokens of declining old age comming 
- upon men; ſo there were ſympromes and rokens of E- 
phrarms ruine comming upon bim , and yet hee would 
take nonotice of it. Our bleſlced Saviour alfoin Mat.rs, 
V.1,2, 3- te'ls his hearers, thar they coula make Alma- 
nacks for weather, 2nd diſrerne the fare of the skre, and yet 
could not diſcerne the ſignes of the tymes, ( implying that 
_ Prognoftications might alſo dee made , it men would 
ſtudy the right way ) whereby they might know whar 
God intends to doe with a people. So then, there is 
one ſtep gained, that ſomethrag may be known of Gods 
approaching judgements. ; 
| at 
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" 1 aotwith" Butthat I may not deliver any thing but what you 

oY /in"7% ſhall have a full ſuffrage for, I adde inthe ncxr place, 
þ. #790) ia. . . 

= and conſcſie, that becauſe. all fealons are in Gods 
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Iz 577655 bands, ard all people under bis abſolute prerogative 
 (aritway fg that, if hee pleaſeth, hee may dcfiroy a Nation for 
we 90G one ſinne; and againe, if hee pleaſeth, hee canexer- 
is ciſe ſo much mercy, that 70 ſinres of a people can ſet 
any bounds or limits thereunto z nothing but his owne 

holy will ſetting limits to his patience, lobg-ſufte- 
ring and mercy ; and becauſe allo God doth alwayes 
beare ſuch a tender regard to his owe children, that 
where-ever they live, hee doth often for their ſakes 
ny, (as it were) 7everſe his ſentence of defolation, In re- 
$> F063 gard Of theſe things and ſome others which might bee 
Jt luggeſted, I thinke I may ſay , no mortall man can 
ts determine when the precrſe twme of this or 
that Nations utter ruine is certatnly come. What 
Chriſt ſaid of the day of PE, may fitly bee 
applyed here, the very day and boure of the laſt Judge- 
ment zo man knowes, but only the Father, and the 
Sonne, to whom it 1s races from the Father, and 
& that alſo ſince his ReſurreCion , but yet there bee 
IE8) Mar-:4.3« ſignes whereby wee may know the approaching of that 
| day : So wee may ſay of this, though wee cannot 
know the very time of a Nations deſolation, yet 
wee may know when the ruine of it comes neere at 
hand. And what learned men ſay of them, who have 
ſtudied for the Ph:loſophers ſtone, though they could 
Tever finde out the Elrxer, yet in their ſearch after 
zt they have found out mary excellent things, ad- 
mirably uſefull for mankinde : ſo in this ſearch if 
wee cannot determine that ſuch a Nation will in- 
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fallibly bee ruined , yet wee may certainly finde 69-972» 
ſuch things as thereby to learne whar to feare, what |..." 
to expe, what to pray agarnft, what to #rive after, ——— 
&c. And. fo. conſequently. the handling of this 
q"eltion may bee exceedingly uſefull to ſuch an 
Aſſembly, as I amnow called to ſpeak. to in the name 

of God, 

This then is a ſecond ſtepthat wee may know ſuch 
things as may make us fearedefolation,and conſequent- 
ly labour to prevent it, or prepare for it. 

Thirdly, the maine queſtion is to enquire what are *"* "0 
the Tokens, the gray harres, the flouriſhing of the 41- ml ha, 
mond tree, whereby wee may gueſle at mans gorng to 
bis long home. 

I anſwer, Politicians, and ſome Divines will tell you 
of the fatall period of Kingdoms, that they have their 
youth, their ſtrength, and after a time theirdeclination z 
and ſhew by abundance of experience, that States ſcl- 
dome continue above five or fix hundred years without 
ſome fatall change : But we muſt goe by a ſurer rule 
than this. It is not length of time, which makes God 
weary of ſhewing mercy ; but, what Solomon faith of Pr0v. 25: 
Kings, for the tranſgreſsrons of a land many are the 
Princes thereof : fo tor the tranſgreſsions of a land, 
and the tranſgreſkons oxly, many are the ruines thereof. 

Now there is one rule which God hath alwaycs pro- 
ceededby inthedifiolutionot Churches and Kingdoms 
everſince the beginning af the world, and that 1s this. 
That whenſoever the (ins of any Church, Nation, City, pitneffe of 
Family, or Perſon (you may take it as large Or as narrow fthe <vi- 
as you will ) are come toa full meaſure, then God in- "2 
falliblybrings ruine upon them, This isthe rule which 
E 2 | ſhall 
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thev ſhall not goes as once God ſaid to the waves 
of the Sea, bitherto thou ſhalt goe, Fut here thy proud 
wates ſhall be lated : ſo God hath faid of the (innes 
of Nations, Families, Perſons : thus farre I will for- 
beare thee, but farther thy wickedneſlc ſhall not ex- 
ccedzthen comes thy end. Take foure or- five cleare 
evidences for it in the Scriprure. Firſtthat ſpeech of 
God to Abraham : 1 will give thy poſterity all this land, 
but not yer, becauſe the 1n1qutity of the Amorites 1s not yer 


full : though they were Amorites,God would beare with 


them, till rheir iniquities were come to the full, and 
then he would ſpare them no longer. Another is Za- 
cha-y 5. verſe 6. The Prophet in a vition ſaw an Epheb, 
athing like a buſhell, and moreover the Lord rold him, 
this 1s the reſemblance of the Ephah, throughout all the 
earth: as if God ſhould have faid, this is not only pro- 
per tothis people, but this rule I go by throughout the 
whole world : and what was that ? the Ephah is brought 


out,and into the Fphah is caſt a Woman, this woman ſate 


and filled the Ephah : thenone brings a talent of lead 
for a cover to it, and that ſtops the mouth of it, and 
ſhuts the woman in z then come two women with the 
wind in their wings, and they rake up the Ephah and 
carry it between . Sera and carth, and place it in 
the land of Shinar or Babylon, there to build it an 
bouſe, and ro fer it upon its Owne baſe. Now what is 
the meaning of all this? there isone word in the viſion, 
which is a &ey to open this lock,1z. this is witkedneſſe, 
the meaning whereof is, That the Lord had brought che 
[ewes from the captivity of Batylon, where Ty IN 
een 
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been feaventy yeares : as ſooue as they came home, G44 
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though they turned not to idolatry, yet they proved 
ſtark naught. God ſets them their Ephah, purs their - 
iniquity into a veſſe!l, and doth ( as it were ) ſay, goc 
on till yee have filled the Ephahz but as ſoone as 
that is full, 1 will clap a talent of lead 1n the mouth 
of it, I will take a courle yee ſhall finne no longer 
in this land, but will ſcatter you into Meſopotamea, 
into the land of Shizar, and there bee as wicked as 
yee will. So you ſee when the meaſure 1s full, then 
vengeance comes, 

1ake another inſtance in the firſt of Tames verſe 15. 
When laſt hath concerved, it brings forth ſinne, and ſinne 
when it is finiſhed, brings forth death; which is of the 
ſame interpretation with the former, and ſhewes us 
ſins progreſle in the riſing, reigning, and ruine. Firſt a 
man hath /«f, a wicked corrupt heart that hee brings 
ioto the world , every man comes into the world with 
a heart full of luſt, now this luſt brings forth iniquity; 
God leaves people to goe on in wickedaeſle, it they be 
not ſuch as he meanes to ſave ; and when their finne is 
perfetted, it brings forth death; when it comes to the 
tull forty weeks, and hath gone the full ime, then 
comes deſtruction, Take yet two inſtances more 
both in the fourteenth of the Revelation, verſe 14. &c-. 
in the Parables of the vintage,and ot the harveſt ; when 
they were ripe, then ruine comes. Till then God' 
nferh-to-beare with people : ſmalter judgements often 
come before {inne 1s ripe, and are removed apaine 3 
but when once the meaſure 45 full, then God faith, 
as in Nahaum, chap. 1, 'verſe 6. He mill mate an utter 
end, affiition [hall nct riſe up the ſecond trme ; he will 
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Reſon. A ſecond. 
Tp Now if by the way you defire to know why God de- 
— fers ſolong, and rather cuts not oftwicked men ſooner. 
Why Gos I anſwer, it ſhould ſofhce us, that it is hiswzd to do ic ; 
cfters ©) bur further he doth it, partly that they may be for exer. 
© ciſeto his people to purge and bumble them, as Aſhuy + 
Elay 10. was his rod to whip his people, before the rod was 
burnt. And partly to declare his long-ſuffering, and 
patience, thereby to leave them withour excuſe if 
they prove incorrigible. Thirdly, this is for falvation 
to ſome, who in the meane time are to be gathered in: 
ard tnis I take it, the Apoſtle meanes, 2 Pet.3.9.when 
he ſaith, the Lord defers his comming to judgement, 
becauſe the Nation ofthe Jews is firſt to be gathered in. 
So that as the Angel ſtaid till Lot was plucked out of 
Sodom : ſo God hath ſome brands to ſnatch out of the 
fire, for whoſe ſakes be defers the execution of ven- 
geance againſt them, whoſe f1as call for ir. For theſe 
cauſes, and it miy be others not known to us,but ſecret 
' to himſelfe, doth God deferre the full executionof his 
wrath till finne be ripe. 
How the But how may wee judge when the hns of a people 
tulneſſe of grow to the full? I anſwer ( and but bricfly, becauſe 
a Peop*'5 I would not be burthenſome to an attentive auditoryy 
nowne, the ſpirit is willing, but the fleſh is weak in the beſt ;) 
to finde out ſiunes fulneſle foure things muſt come 
Anto conſideration, Firſt, what kindes of finnes they 
are-delo!s. Are which are Jand-deftroying finnes. Secondly, the 
tng fins, qwu4717ty of theſe finnes. Thirdly, the aggravation of 
them. Fourthly, which 4s the upſhot of all, the r2cor- 
r:91bteneſſe of them. 


—_— 


Rom, 2. 
4,5. 


For 
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Firſt, the kinds of them, I meane thus,there was gag my green 
never any Church or Nation without fin , bur all :# ae/3/aron, 
ſinncs are not Church- waſting fins, nor Land. de- on 
ſtroying fins : but there are ſinnes which are called 1491). 
abominations, tuch as make a land ſþue ont the Inhabi- Levit18 . 18, 
tants : ſuch as make God drive them out : And they ©**9-5+ 
are ſome againſt the firſt table, ſome againſt the ſe- 
cond table. Againft the firſttable, Firſt , the ſinne 
of 1dolatry. Evermore , as Idolls come in, God zxe.s. 
goes out : whenthere was an 1maze of jealouſie ſet £3%-43-g. 
*, God eves farre from his ſanttuary. God likes no 3: 

uch neighbours. When Ephraim offended in Baal, he 
dies for it : when the meane-man bowes himſelf, and 
the great man humbles himſelf to ſtocks and ſtones, r/2. 1.9. 
God will ſpare them no longer. When the glory 
duc to Jz n ov au,is communicated todumb Idolls, 
this God will beare at no peoples hand. And the 
reaſon is plaine, this is as the warriaze bed to God, 
this provokes his jcalouſie, which i bis rage , then 
he will accept wo ranſome— : This theretore is the 
abomination that makes all deſolation. 

Secondly, the ſinnes of prophaning, contemzing, p.ofinenes & 
ſcorning and perſecuting of God's holy | av bis holy conrempr of 
dey, his holy ſervants. I joyne all theſe finnes toge- oat ty 
ther, becauſethey comeall from the ſame roote, aad __ 
that is , malignancie againſt God ; God himſelfe 
is prophaned, fleighted , contemned in all theſe. 

Thou haſt deſpiſed my holy things, and prophaned 


_ Sabbaths-, theretore thoa haſt cauſed thy day fo och. nuns 4D 


draw neere, God therefore would make Moab Zeph.2,8 


as Sodom , and the Children of Ammon as Ge- TOY 


*morrha , becauſe they reviled his people + but there is 


one proofe may ſcrve in ſtead of an hundred. 
F . 2 Chron, 
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2 Chron. 36. The Lord did a long time bearg 

Norpithilend- with them, but when once they came to that paſſe 

f 1no 10 071141107 | | : 

—— — that they polluted his Houſe , deſpiſed his Word, mock- 
ed his meſſengers, mi (uſed his Prophets, his wrath grew 
hot againſt them till there was no remeare : God could 
then beare them no longer, but would-utterly de- 
ſtroy tnem. And it is our Countrey-man, venera- 
ble Bedes oblervation, that when the old Britaines 
grew to that height of finne, as to caſt 8drum ix yve- 
tioionis profeſſores, tauquam in adverſarios, God 
prefently fentinthe Saxons, who deſtroyed them 
all. 

Gins deſiru. There are alſo ſome finnes againſt the ſecond 

&vero hu- Table, which greatly helpe to fill the meaſure of a 

mane lociety. neoples iniquitie; as Firſt , ſuch ſinnes as are de- 

ſtrudtive to humane ſocietie_ , Cruelty, blood, oppre{- 
_ ſion, deert, theſe were the ſinnes which brought 
Gca.6.11, the flood upon theworld of the ungodly. Theſe 


Jl ES. are the {fins which the King of Nineveh ſaw would 
i Ah ruine bim, and his Kingdome, Secondly, the 
| 4.12.7 ſenſual laſts of drankenneſſe and whoredome— , 1 : 


0/41: ng Jaynctheleſinnes together, becauſe they are uſu- 
SCATHAtLLUNs . . 
14 of drmken- ally joyned in the Scripture; and feldome ſevered 
nes 1d un» 10 mens practice : And you ſhall cleerly in the . 
mann ſearch of the Scripture, finde them to bee amons ; 
the abominations which help to fill up the meaſure 
ot a peoples finne, and prepares them for judge- 
#:/{.6.10. Ment. 1 have ſeene a horrible thing in the houſe of 1[- 
4s rac (ſaith God, Tpeaking of the fins which made = 
God hew them down ) there i the whoredome of E- 
11.4.2.11, Phrazm; Whoredome, ind wine, and new wine take away L 
their heart : This was one of the things that made = 
God have Controverite withthe land, to make it 
| mourne, 


” 
_ —_—_. 0 


= —— _ WTI .o ap. £ 
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mourne, and to take them all away. | I have not 69d muy gre on 
time to proſecute theſethings, you ſhall eaſily find * =. _ 
that theſe are gray haires in any Nation wherever £/9.28.1.z, 
they are found. =, 
Secondly, the Quantity of theſe ſinnes is very x1, ...... 
conſiderable, when they are univerſall, no Nation lity ofthe 
ever was without ther, but when once they come 4s: 
to ſpread asa Gangrene over the whole body , then G#*. e.1:, 
the meaſure quickly grows full: when al! f:ſh had 
corrupted their wayes,then the flood came ruſhing in; 
when from the crowne of the head, to the ſole of the foot 
the whole body was full of wounds,and bruiſes, and pu. £/4--5,% 
trified fores,then it was to no purpole tor God to 
ſtrike them any more with any hope of healing. 
You ſhall finde in the 2 4. of Ezetzel, a notable de- 
ſcription of Jeruſalems condition, when Nebachad- v.1,2,3.4. 
veZ24y Came to deſtroy them, the Prophet com- 
parcs the citic to a great pot , whercinto all the 
choice pieces were put to be boyled , the thighand 
the ſhoulder, and all the choice boxes , but they were 
all rotten fleſh, whoſe ſcum would not boyle our, 
meaning, that the Princes and Rulers, Prophets, and 
Priefts, and People,wcere all overſpread with abomi- 
nable wickednefſes. Soin the 22. 0f Ezekiel, all ©35&6: 
ſtates are brought in, the Prophets devouring ſouls, 
the Priefts violating the law , prophaning holy 
things, Princes and Rylcrs opprefiing , the people 
robbing, &c.then God pores out his indignati- 
A TT -oofurner them wittrehe freofhis wrath ——————— 
But this muſt be underſtood wich this caution, yer cs be ua 
that when I ſay all, it is not to be underſtood , as if deritooi 
God would ſpare a people untill the whole multi- 9 322% 
tude grew wicked, and none remaining on his ftde: 


F 2 God 
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Nrrwichfans. God had ſeven thouſand in Iſrael ,who were faithfull 
+n; reformation tO him in the worſt time of Ahabs apsFacie ; Bur the 
——— can is, when the cuwber of ſuch as abſtaine 
from theſe abominations, is ſo ſmall,thart they are 
not con/iderableto God they are al)wayes conſidera- 
blebur not alwayes conſiderable as tothe turning a- 
way of judgement ,or tothe preventing of ruine. Ter 
righteous men would have beene conſiderable in 
Sodom,for the ſparing of it , when five would nor. 
So the {umme is, that when theſe abominations 
are generally ſpread , and very few in compariſon 
abſtaining from them, a people growes ripe apace 

tor deſtruction, 
| 3 The thirdthing conſiderable, is the aggrava- 

T he 3ggravyati- , - . : 
3 ct Heſs Fon Ot theſe finnes, and thereinl ſhall onely give 
bn, this oze- briefe rule; that in all p/aces and countreys, 
houſes, families, or perſons, the more metrcie, light, 
and meanes thele {1nnes are committed againſt,the 
ſooner is the veſlcll of their iniquitie come to the 
full. Amos. 3. 2, Ton only have 1 knowne of all the 
' Nations of the world, therefore 1 wil —_ you for all 
your iniquities. Ezek, 9. God begins at his $ anit uary, 
Ding.1:. axdwithihe ancient men, who had ſtood longeſt be- 

'T 1s 1s che , a | 

very argument FOTE him. And Dantel makes this the reaſon, why 
ofthe whole God brought a greater evill upon them, than upon 
an _ any other Nation, becauſe no other Nation had 
ence. See alſo ENJOyEd the like meanes to keep them from ſinne, 
&ic.i.5, ortobringthem to repentance. Andin the a2 of 


_ £{.. The_yallcy of viſion had the greateſt .______ |. 


burcen of wrath of all others : that is , the peopte 
of 1ſract,to whom God had ſent all his Prophets 
from rimetorime. And there is great reaſon, 
why {10s againſt light and covenants , pay and 

f- 


- men-can-runinto fin, as the borſe rnto the battell , re- ©? 
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Conſcience fhould be moſt provoking ; Ir is thus 
even amongſt all ingenuous men, he thateateth my ,, 4,1.:.-. 
bread (ſaith David ) hath | ft up his heels? azainſt mee, -————— 
1 1t had been a ſtrarger , 1 could haveborne it; Is 77/4 41.9. 
this rhy kindnefle to thy fiend, could wnnaterall * $9%19417- 
Abſolon lay to Huſha £4 This then 1s a plain- cafe, 
thatthe more mercics a people 1{inne againſt, the 
greater is their fin, and the ſooner comes their 
judgement. : 

4. The laſt thing conſiderable to finde out the Incerriyjble. 
fulnefle of {inne, is the 1ncorrigibleneſſe of it, and it 5*fe ot tact 
the Lord grant that we can quit our telves of this, os bnoceel 
we ſhall yet doe well + by this 1ncorr:g:blencſſe I ftrong tor 
meane, whenthe ſtances of a people are growne {0 
|S re they are too ſtrong tor the mounds and 

aukes winch God hath ſcrtto keep them 1n com- 
pafle. Now God hath fet Foure Boundaries for 
ſinne, and when fin is growne too ſtrong tor al 
th:#-— , you may conclude that ( relerving or ex- 
cepting what God may doe in his abſolute prero- 
eative ) if he goe by his wonted rules, that Nation 
1s going to her long home. 

Firſt, God hath ſet Conſcience and ſhame— to be RR 
boundarics among all people, to keep fin 11 com- 47.4 gume 
paſſe : Conſcience to make them ſtand in awe of 
God: ſhame to make them ſtard in fcare of 
men: Theſe two God hath ſet up ( as his Officers 
and heraulds) in all mens hearts ; and when once 7'9++2 24- 


/- 3 9+ 


God #77208 01 


jaycing to doe evill proclaiming theiriſins as Sodom,not 

being aſhamed, and pa't all feeling , thre is one bauk 
broken downe, one Boundary plucked up. 

Secondly, another bauke that God hath _—_ 

F 3 the 
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tor Mao! - 
{trares and 
. » Miniſters, 
} Is - 
W ich COmes 
TO Pill Cithcr 


when rey 
take Part 
With i. 


the example,and converſation, and prayers of his owne 
people, whom he ſcatters here and there amongft 
men, andoreat is the power and force of thicir 
pref-nce to keep finnein compaſlle , paitly by the 
1 ajeſtie of the Imaze of Goa,thining in them,part- 
ly by their holy examples , partly by their wiſe and 
ſcaſonable connſells, admenititns, reprehenſions, partly 
by their prayers , whereby thcy bring downe re- 
ſtraining and conſtraining grace +: Now when theſe 
are either taken away trom a place by death, or dri. 
ven away by perſecutiov,as Lot out of Sogom,; Or li- 
ving amongtt then, God rakes off their edge to 
pray no longer , as Abraham tor Sodom , Or leremy 
tor the 1ewes: There is a lecond Boundary pulled up. 

The third is, that of Maziſtrates and ,Mimfſters, 
whom God hath inveſted with his owne authort- 
tie, and put upon them ſome beames of his owne 
Majeſtic and Image , put his {word into their 
hands, and armes them with power to keep {1n in, 
and beat it downe; The Magiſtrate having the 


ſwerd of InFice, and thereby being made cuftos utri- 


1ſque tabule; and Miniſters having the ſword of the 
Spirit,thele twoare ſtrong Rampires, and Banks, 
they are the1-*24x2to hinder finnes courſe, they 
are Phyſ1tians to cure the hurts of Gods people,ond 
when once the {1ns of a Land grow too ſtrong for 
theſe, farewell all, you will ſoone heare the Gaies 
ot their viſitation are at hand, And this is done in 


——w—c_eer_ECIIERS ; 


Firſt, when Maziſtrates and Miniſters take 
{innes part, and in ſtead of joyning with God a- 
eainſt fin, they joyne with fin againſt God : asif 
the doogs ſhould joyne with the wolves a- 
gainſt 


lc... let. 
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eainſt t the ſbeep , and the Shepheards. 
Thus it was 1n Jererrtes time , 


{aid, Surely 1h 
the way of the Lord,1 will ret me tothe or 


of the Lord , and the judgcnent of their Ged 
but were they luch, 
follows, theſe have altogether broken the yoke , ant 
burſt the bands, in ſtead of maintain no Gods FRE 

and ſtrenethening Gods l1ands, they broke the 

a pieces : and what tollowes , therefore 4 = F 
ow out of the forreſt ſhall ſlay the uV, an even- 

7 Wolfe per (porte them. a Leopard ſhall watch 
over the citics, every one that goes ont thall bee_ 

fd Ton Thus icw 25 likewiſe in Hoſears time, 
whenthe Prophet was a foole , and the (piritnall man 
12.45 1114 /, when the Princes woald be drimbke with bot- 
tles of wine, fc. Thus it was in Ezekrelstime ( as 
was before roucked ) immediately b<fore their de- 
{olation. 


Secondly, when Maziftrates or Mrniſtcrs ate Aa- 


fardly, when they are afraid of ſin and ſinners, and 


date not appeare for God , when ſuch men have 
God, Conſcicnce,their office , * the lawes ; all on their 
ſide.and yer dare not appeare againſt Idolatry,pro. 
phancneſle, violence, ſenſuality: as It Howes the 
men tobeotavaſe ſþirit, {o it argues the ſ1ns of 


ment. Thusit was inthe 22. "of E=eliel verſc.3 ©, 


Or did they lo 2 m: irke wha t 


G84 111y oP I 

he found the {ee rodefolrtion;—— 
plc harder than a rock to be wron int upon. but he 
eſe are poore 4g foolijh , w/o know not 
cat men, and. 
i will ſpeake to them , for they have knowne i 


A —— — NN 


-H7 


. 

- . 
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Q;,'» 
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that place to be of great ſtrenoth. even fit for judg-. 


whenell ſuch were growne corrupt, 7 ſoughs for A . 


m4n among them.that is, ſome Phizehas to ſtand in the 


gap,1o makeup the hedze , ſome zealous Miniſters 
to 
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5.1, 

Orc doing 
their duty 
Cannot yer 
prevaile a» 
gt it, 


And for the 
F judgements 
441 | ot God, 


Zepb. 3 +$,7, 


Ami 4, 


ro (tand up and mediate with God for them , and 
ceſtifie in their miniſtery againſt them , but 1 found 
none, «nd therefore I powred out my indignation upon 
them. 

Thirdly, in caſe any CMaziſtrates or Miniſters 
doe appeare on Gods part, as 1oſtah, leremiah , and 
others cid in thele forlorne times ; yet they 
prove too weake ſtakes, they are able to doe no- 
thing; the inundation of wickednefle beares them 
dowae, and runs over their heads : Ina word, when 
ſome Magiſtrates take part with fſinne , ethers afraid 
of it, and the remainder , who are faithfull can pre- 
waile nothing , this Rampire is likewiſe over- 
throwncee 

4 There is but one more, which when ir is 
likewiſe caſt downe , deſtruftion is at the very 
doore, and that is, Gods lefler judgements : God 

ſometimes keepes petty-ſeſs:0ns , to prevent great 
A ſ5Fes, inferior executions,to prevent utter deſo- 
Jations, which when they prevaile not, it is a cer- 
taine token of extreame wrath. Sometimes 
God afflifts neighbour Nations , deſtroying their 
Cites, that the reſt might receive Inſtruttion , and 
their dwelling not be cut eff : As Judges will hang up 
a thicte upon a Gibbet, to keepe others from the 
gallowes. 1have overthrown ſome of you (ſaith God) 
as Sodom,1 have ſmitten you with blaiting and mildew, 
I have ſent among you the peitilence , yet yee have not 


turned to me, why ſhould ye be ſmitten anymore You | 


ſhall ſee this notably expreſſed inthe 2 4. of E=ck;- 
el, Where God compares Zeruſalem to a por , and 
all the Inhabitants to fleſh boyling in the por , bur 
a!l the boyling would not fetch out their ſcamme, 


no 
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no threarnings, no viticarions , no. intceti. r Judge- G0 
| - ments could p:evaile with them , but ſtill th-ir » 4/04,» 
ſcumme, thci: blood, their filchineſle and lewdnes © I 
abode jn them; marke then 11 the 1 3. verſe, what 
doome God gives of them , becauſe 1 have purged 
. thee, ana thou waſt not purged, have tryed all means 
| to doe thee good, and thou wilt not be reformed, 
thou ſhalt never be purged from thy filthines any more, 
eill I have cauſed my fury to reſt upon thee, 1 the Lord 
have ſpoken it, and 1 will doeit. And that Example 
inthe Sixth c£ [eremy, 1s moſt remarkeable, where 
God uſeth ſuch a parable as this, the bellowes are #37 
Lurnt, the lead is melted in the fire , the feunder works 
in vaine_, for the wicktd are nat taken away , repro- 
bate ſilver ſhall men call them, for the Lord hath ye- 
jected chem, God here compares himſclte to a | 
+ ſilver. ſmith, who takes a picce of oare_, and tryes 
all his art to divide betwixt the drsſſe and the me- 
tall, but cannot doe it, and at liſt throwes it away 
with indignation, ſaith itis baſe ſtufte, on which he 
will never beſtow any more labour. So God ſeems 
to ſay, my Miniſters have ſpent their lungs , dried | 
up their throats, all my other judgements have been 
tryed, but the wicked are not taken away, they arc 
all baſe drofle, I will beſtow no more paines upon | 
them. 
F Andnow you underſtand what the gray hairs of 
a State or people are, 8& when a people are ripe for 
L- _deftruRion, when the time is come that God will 
paſſe ther ns more, you ſhall not need to enquire by. 
what meanes he will doe it,he hath all in his owne 
| hands, he hath famize,and peſtslence, and ſword, and | 
wilde beaſts, and fire, and earthquakes, and if none : | 

a 
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all theſe doe it, hee hath fites, and lice, and graſhop- 


pers, & rats and mice enough to deſtroy the ſtrong- 


elt kingdome in the world in a moment ; it hee 
but whiſtle, hifle, or call for them. 


o0bjettion. 1t is true may ſome fay,if people goe © 


Whae kindof on jintheir wickedneſle, and prove Incorrigible, 


Reformation 
may meet 


wich deſolati- them : but that it ſhould be the caſe of a people, 


on, 


Ir.18,7,% 


EWVk4« 


Ie;6.3.19. 


Matth.1 1.43, 


44245. 


no marvaile though God procced thus againſt 


who ſet upon Reformation , this 1s ſtrange: And 
how wil this ſtand with the doQtrine preached inthe 
forenoon,that wh? aNatio repents,God wil repent ,&c? 

Anſwer. Inſuch an aflembly as this, a ſhort 


_ anſwerecif true ) will ſatisfie. Firſt, God never 


promiſed that the ſincere Reformation,of a tew 


ſhould prevent the judgement of a multitude : if 


Gods time of Execution be come, Noeh, Daniel 
and 7ob ſhall deliver neither ſon nor daughter , who 
are not turned home to God. Secondly, I an- 
{were, that though the Nation jeyned in the Re- 
formation, it was not in ſexcerity, if it had been 
{ound, the doQtrine in the morning would have 
carried it away, and I muſt have had another In- 
terpretation of my Text. Ir is true, 19ſ#ah carried it 
by his authoritic, but the peoples hearts were not 
right. And Jeremy ſaith no lefle : when I removed 
Samaria out C© my fight, ber trea:herows ſiſter Indah 
turned not to mee. Yes, might the people ſay , wee 
did turne tothee under good King 1ofpah, bur it was 


_ but fainedly(ſaith the Prophet ) and it appeares-to 


be fo, for as ſoone as ever Joſiah was dead, they 
made a wn;wtrſall _Apoſtacie_— from the Lord , and 
ſo their Reformation was but like that of the Na- 
tion ofthe Tews in Chrifts time, which our Lord 
COm- 


—_— 
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comparcs to the uncleane ſpirit, going out for a Gd may gre ox 
while , and returning againe with ſeven Devills * afo/ation, 
worſe than himſcltc. As it Emgland, by the help of — 
this noble Parliament, who lay the cauſc of God to 

hearr, ſhoul:! joyne in a Reformation, though a. 
gainſt the haice, it would come to nothing in the 

end. And lo | have in ſome meaſure clcered this 

doctrine in Theſt, how farre the approachisg ruine 

of a Nation m.y be knowne, and what the fignes of 

it are,The {econd tollows, and that is , 

Whetherthis concerne us. And what anſwere yypeher ©; 
would you have me give you ? I could willingly may bee 
anſwere in this, as Damel did Nebuchadwezzar, **ughtto be 
when he was to interpret a dreame to the King, *' 
which in-che true expoſition foretold Nebuchad- 2.r.4.19 
#e&ZZars fall:Itis ſaid Daniel ftood (till for an hour, 
and his thoughts troubled him, and in the end 
ſpeakes out, My Lord, the dreame be to them that 
hate thee, and the Interpretation of it to thine enemies, 

So ſay 1, ob letthe paralcl!l of this be ſome other 
people - oh that it might not fit Exgland; but doth 
it fit it * Right honourable and beloved, your great 
wiſedomes, your diligent inſpection , your ainple 
Intelligence , your faithfulneſle and f1nceritie 
makes you b<tter able to juage, than my meanneſle 
Can attaineunto, who am none of the wiſeſt obſer- 
vers of the time: but I muſt ſpeake, and what I 
ſpeake, I ſhall ſpeake freely and humbly, I would I 
could ſpeakeforrowfwily:1know-I ſpeake to wile _ 
men, who can well judge what I ſay. 

Firſt, | hope verily'we are vor yer COMme to that It is hoped 


paſſe, that God ſhould ſay of us, I will paſſe by ver are 
England no more; bleſſed be God , wee have 2condirion, = 


G 2- gract- 


— 
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And why. 


__ But as I hopethis, ſo the-Lord will be a wit- 
"Yer feared tht _- 
nefle with me, that I feare whether all theſe perſoms, 


ve aie yely 
neet it, 


w——_—— ___ 


gracious K10g, many Noble Pects, many exccl- 
lent Commons, who have alreacy done great 


things for God, I need not repeat them, all the 


Kingdome knowes them to their comfort, Yea, 
and bleſled be God, the ſame gracious Soveraigne 
and honorable Aſſembly of Parliament doe, yet 
enquire whatis further to be done, what wrath 1s 
kindled, and how it may be quenched , and have 
called the whole Kingdome, to afflict them- 
{{ lves before God, that his great wrath might bee 
turned away from us. And as yet wee have a 
{ſprinkling of Ph:nehaz es, worthy Magiſtrates, 
v ho in their ſcverail Countreys & Counties dare 
appeare in Gods caule againſt finne, and the bold- 
eſt finners. And wee have alſo a good ſprinkling 
of fairhfull Miniſters, who ſtand on the watch towre, 
and blow the Trumpet , and give the people warning. 
And for ever bleſſed be the Lord (which is not the 
leaſt pledge of our hopes, for the lengthning out of 
our tranquillity)we have many ten thouſand Saints 
in Enzland,who not onely abſtaine from the abo- 
minarions of therimes, but mourne for them, and 
give Godno reſt night nor day, untill he bw the 
beavens, ard come downe, and ſer up for himſelfe 
aglorious Throne amongſt us : And unto theſe 
God hath made many promiſes of ſpar:ng the 


Jand for their ſikes, and thattheir poſteritics after 
them tha)l be blcfled. 


and their Graces doe beare 4 juſt proportion to the 
meanes and mercies, which God hath given to Eng- 
land, or tothat huge Inundation of ſinne, wherewith 


Eng- 


My 
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' Eneland is overrun at this day. And here, had I 


God may 206 012 


a tonguz to ſpeake, and you and I hearts and eyes wm. 
to powre out teares and ſorrow , wee might make, —— = 
th:s place a Bochimy, a placc of weepers. For, what thefe Gus 
kind ot theſe finnes doe not overfloiv us 2 You will 35+ found a. 
{ay at firſt, not Idolatry ; bur I cell you, neithet TAE 
were the Germanes caiied away with Idolatry, 

when their defolations broke in upon them, nor 

the Tewes, beforeth-ir laſt deftruction. The mca- 

ſure of our Iniquity may poſſioly be full, thoug!: 

this ſin come not in, bu: God knowes , and you 

know that wee have not only abundance of [dolo- 

trous Papiſts, who are proud, inſolznt and daring, 

but abundance of Popiſh Idolatrous ſpirits, ſuper- 
ſtiriouſly addicted, willing to embrace any thing 

that goes that way,only they will not have it goe 

under the name of Popery. And for the-other 

ſinnes of contempt of Gods holy Ordinances , his 

day, his ſervants, and all his wayes , oppre ſon, 

cruelty, defrauding of brethren, the ſenſuall ſinnes 

of unclcanneſle, cſpeciaily that of drunkenneſle , 

Goe but to the places of greateſt reſorts , Market. 
Townes, populous Citics, and Faires, &c: and 

your hearts would tremble to thinke , how our 

land is overſpread with thelc : oh Bcloved, the Andchat in 
generality of the people of E ngland, is extreamely 5 une 
wicked, and which argues our Caſc to be moſt Mij- preyailes 
ferable, it ſeems tobe are downe, and to break, pver 


. all our baukes z multicude's finning wich a whores 


forehead, proclaiming their finnes as Sazom: And 
the vex populi is, that many of the Nobles, Magi- 
ſtrates, Knights and Gentlemen, and Perſons of 
grear Quality arc arrand* Traytors and Rebells a- 

i= 921nſt 
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gainſt God , taking part with wicked men, and 


Worwithſond- wicked cauſcs againſt the Truth, Patrons of Ale- 


me refurmati- 
9” 


—. —_——— 


— 


M:nifters:. 


And the very 
jucgerments, 


houſes and diſorders , checking inferior Officers, 
who diſcover ary zeal tor God againſt an 11] cauſe: 
That in many ot their families (notto mention Re- 
ligion ) there is not ſo much as a face of Civilitie : 
Many others of them, who ſeem to wiſh well dare 
not draw out the ſword which God hath given 
them , and ſome few others, borne downe in their 
places with the torrent of wickedneifle. And as 
tor our Miniſters, how many ſad complaints and 
petitions hath this Honourable Aſſembly received 
againſt many hundreds of them 2 multitudes of 
them rottenand unſound in their doctrine, and ſo 
vitious and corrupt in their lives , that they fulfill 
rhat which Archbiſhop Abbot ſaid in his Leetures 
upon 1onah, prafeſiing that his heart bled within 
him, to thinke of the miſerable condition of the 
precious foules of many people,who had ſuch Mi- 
niſters,as Johannes Avenxnw (peakes of, who ( it 
they wcre not in the Miniſterie ) would not be 
thought fir hog-heardes to keep Swine. Beſides 
thouſands of others, who ( God knowes) want ei- 
ther will or skill to doe the Lords worke faithful- 
ly.And the refidue, who have endeavoured to give 


the people warning , and toteach them the good. 


way of the Lord,have been a long time borndown 
and oppoſed, as the troublers of our 1ſrae!. Sure 
am, whatever our Miniſters are, or doe, the finnes 
of the Jand are too ſtrong for them , and our peo- 
ple remaine unſubdued to Jeſus Chriſt. 


Yea which is yet worſe, the very judgments of 


God have wrought littlevgon us, all the long and 
kea- 


a) 


| 
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beavy preſſures of the Neighbour Churches , his r0ds G41my TT 
upon our lelves,terrible and waſting peſtilences and to deſoiation. 


famine, his blaſting all our enterpriſes, his ſcaring us © 


with 7#mors of warres and bloud prevaile nothing; 
wee ſtill grow worſe and worſe: Indeedit any fin 
grow our of faſhion, ( as cloathes doc ) then wee 
leaveit, otherwiſe wee goe on boldly andimpu- 
dently, let God threaten or doe what he will. 


And all theſe evils are aggravated by being com- and mercies of 


mitted againſt greater meanes and mercies, than a- God. 


ny nation under Heaven enjoyes this day belides 
Our {clves. 

And which is yetſ{adder,(oh that I were miſtaken 
upon condition I were tyed roa recantation ) our 
dealing this laFt year 15 more injurious againſt God, 
than heretofore. The Lord hath gathered ſuch an 
Aſſembly of Noble Peeres and Commons , who 
have done {uch.great things,that many of us began 
to hope our Pilzrizage through this wildemeſle 
had beene almoſt ended , and that England would 


How tuUrneto the Lord, and become a people zealous of aa God be. 


g00d workes : But verily ſo far as I can underſtand , gias to ap- 
the body of the Nation makes little other uſe of _ againſt 
' all rhe metcics of this Jaſt yeare , burtoabuſeall * 
the liberties procured both for Church and Com- #24 wherein, 


monwealth, to greater and bolder f1nning againſt 
God : and now alfo, which yet ſpeakes moreſad- 
ly, the Lord God beginnes to appeare againſt us,not 
onely in-permitting many . unexpetted blocks and 
rubbs, huge trees caſt in the way of our Worthics, 
that they cannot march on intheir ſtrengrh, and ſo 
the much expected Reformation ftickes long in the 
birth; but God hath drawne out, and ar: * 

the 
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App'tcation to 
OH (c Ives - 


Fir{t,ro be- 


lceve tliat we 


—_the ſword, and madc it begin to drinke blood in 
the Neighbour Nation, which when 1t once be- 
- gins to drinke, ſcldom: is put up againe, till-it-be 
drunke with blood : this God hath ſuff. red to bee 
drawne ont 11pMn our deare Brethren in Irelana, up- 
on 67 owe fleſh and blood, and that by a Nation, 
by whom{ though they may ſceme contemptible 
to ſom?, as bci'g barbarous, unarmed,e7s. yet) we 
may teare,that God will plague us, becauſe wee 
have not laboured to bring them to the knowledge 
of God andour Lord lefus Chriſt. Mere Tekel. 
The Lord grant that being put 1ntothe ballance _ * 
we be not found too light. 

What ſh.ll wedoe then 2 Firſt, beleeve it, not 
that Enzland ſhall bee ruined, I {ay notſo: butbe- 
lecycthar great is the wrath of God which is kind- 
led ag2inſt us, that wee ſtand upon ill termes be- 


are in danger, tore him ; thatthough he may {aveus by his Pre- 


| K71e.23. 
wich we ie things, ſhall be belceved more than twenty CM;- 


loth io doe, 


rogative, yet if hee proceed with usatcommon 

Lw, according to his uſuall rule with other Ne- 

tions, Weare in great danger to be utrerly loſt. 1 | 
preſſethis the rather becauſe we are a ſecure Nation, \ 
nor willing to beleeve any thing that may diſturbe 

Our eaſe. One Zedekiah who will preach pleaſing 


caiahs : ſuch astell us wee are the moſt flouriſhing 
Church in the world, the ſtrongeſt people by Sea 
and Land, all other Nations Court us, and have | 


their owne hands full, che 1riſh be only diſconten- 
ted, weake men, and will ſoone be quieted: ſuch 
I ſay ſhill bee believed more than anhundred 7ere- 
mics, who would put us in feare, It is reported of 

Henerins the Emperour lyirg at his pleaſure at R4- 
OY VennAd, 


Vie. 
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venna, when newes: was brought him that Rome God may goe on 
was taken and ſpoyled, hee thought they had ** an. 
meant a fighting Cocke which hee called Rowe: 
ſo when weearctold of danger, weflight all that 
is ſpoken, and beleeve nothing in that kind : Bur 
the Lord grant that this ſecurity of ours beenot a 
Calme before an earthquake : When they ſay peace, 
peace, then ſudden deſtruftion comes upon them. But © T5. 2. 
let us believe and tremble : the Wiſeman newer hides Prov.11.;. 
himſelfe till hee ſees the evill comming z and the firſt /®-3-5- 
ſtep to Ninevehs peace was their believing that God 

was comming againſt them. 

But you will ſay that is the way todiſcourage 

men, and you doe not well to dilcourage them in 

whoſe hand and courage our wellfare Iyes. Oh 

beloved, let mee not bee {© interpreted 5; were this Bu: till wee 
objection fitt in other caſes 2 ſuppoſe one ſhould 9oe it, our 
come and truly tell us the enemy werelanded, the 155 
Sea were broke in,the Houſe or City, were on fire, h 
were it fit to obje, oh ſay nor ſo you will diſcou- 

rage men? Diſcourage or not diſccurage, if this 

be nor told how ſhall the enemy bee driven backe, 

the breach of waters ſtopped, or the fire quench» edge 
ed ? But neither need this diſcourage, but rather riztc means 
furniſh us with matrer of humiliation and action, for latay. 
Toſiah ſate downe and wept, when hee underſtood 
Gods wrath was kindled, and fell to reformation. 
Ezra remt his garment and plucked off. his haire, and 
fellts his worke , and ſo let us doe: Let us belceve 
that Gods diſpleaſure is againſt us, that we may 
feare before this Great G oO», and labour ro get 
his wrath turned quite away,and that is the ſecond 


2 Kings 't 2. 


H 'S econdly ; 
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ſe. 
Toprevent it 
Firſt by mour- 
ning for It. 
Numb. 12.14. 
Ames.3.8. 

V, 9,K&c, 


By perſonall 
xc{ormation, 


Secondly, \ct us all labour inthe right way to 
turne this wrath of God from us, andih.it, Firſt, 
by mourning under it, God lookes we ſhould bee 
aſhamed when hee ſpirs if our face, and takes it 
wonderfull unkindly, if wee tremble not when this 
Lion roares, Contider ſeriouſly of thar place in 
the twenty two of Eſay. There you ſhall ſce an 
enemy was comming againſt Jeruſalem, and God 
was much diſplealed becauſe they tooke not the 
rightway for their ſafety, and ſo in, that hee ſaid 
that iniquity ſhould never bee purged from them 
tillthey dyed, and yerſce what they did, they ſcou- 
red up their armour hey gathered the waters, that the 
enemy might haveno benefit by them, they repar- 
red the breaches in the walles, made a deepe aitch for 
oreater fortification : what hurt was 'there in all 
this 2 Oh but they begun atthe wrong end : the 
Lord called them toweeping and mourning, and to 
baldneſſe, ardto oirding with ſackcloth, to tremble 
before him becauſe of his wrath, and this they re- 
garded nor, and therefore God would never par- 
don it. Till therefore we mourne becauſe of Goas 
diſpleaſure, all other meanes of weltaie w:ll faile 
of that comfortable «ffef&t which we Cclire, I knoiv 
the world makesa {corne of this, you are 0:2 of the 
mourners, but let our ſoules bee numbred among 
thole mourrers;, God will reſtore comfort 10 11:ſe 
mMozrners : and no man knowes the power which 
theſe poore mourners have to turne away Gods 
wrath. 

Secondly , and as we muſt mourne for tits ful- 
nes of cur fins, {vo eyery one mult helpe to empty 
the weſſell,as we have helped to fill it: the fuller our 
vel. 
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veſlellis with ſinne, the neerer our ruine is, and if _ 
wee could knock out the bottome ofthe veſſcll,or-{, defolen Th 
by any meanes empty it, Gods wrath would paſle _ 
away with our finnes: oh helpe to empty it, your 
Atheiſme, your prophanenefle, your oppoſing of 
go0d men, and good caules, your adulterjes, lies, 
&6c.get them out by all meancs; all Gods rhrear- | 
nings ſpeake to us ,aS the waves of the Seca ſezmed 
to ſpeake to the mariners 1n the firſt of 1onah, 10: 
nth had told them thatthe rempeſt came for him, 
and-till he wascaſt over the {ea would'never be 
quiet. yet they rowed hard to carrie 1onah toland , 
but the waves ſeemed to tellth:m, caſt 19nah o. 
ver board or we will fetch you over board. Out 
therfore with your luſts, God hath no other quar- 
rell againſt us, he doth not af ji: us willingly, he 
faith to us as 1#ab ſaidto the wile woman ot Abel , 
far beit from meto ſwallow up or deſtroy a city 
in Iſrael, deliver only Sheba the ſore of Bichri , or 
throw his head overthe wall,;and I am gone. Doe 8 
thou ſo, finde our all thy beloved fins, ſay rothy 
darling luſt, as 1uniss Brutus (aid to his ſon,thouwil- 
Laine, ſhall 1 nouriſh theeto deflrey the Common-wealth, 
and ſtabs hims : (hl I walke in cheſe wayes, ro bee 
the tuine ofche Church and Common- wealth? the 
Lord rather ſttike me dead with a Thunderbole, 
Let vs therefore every one, begin to {weep before 
our owne doore , and wee know not how {oone 
the whole ſtreet may be made cleane. 

Thirdly and laſtly C Right Honorable, and yp, che pur 
beloved ) you arc to beour Phyſitians, and repair- liament ſhould 
ers of our breaches, the hornes of Gods wrath be- = our 


gin tO puſhat us, YOU Arc the Carpenters that muſt 
H 2 cut 
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cut off theſe hornes : 1 therefore make this humble | 


Netw.thilandl- (ire tg you, that ( as you have beſought his Ma- 
28g 7 forma'nn 


—— — jcſticto ca}l a Cay of Faſting and Prayer through- 
out Enzland , and wee hope wee ſhall have many 
more, till the fierce wrath of God be turned away ) 

Following ſo in all your thoughts, to doe England, Scotland 
toſiahvex- and Ireland good, you would ſet downe this, that 
_— the turning away of Gods wrath,1s of greateſt con- 
ſequence: if you let God goe onto be angry , doe 
what you can, wee ſhall loſe all at home and a- 
broad. Thus did 19{i4h, when once he underſtood > 
our of the Book: of GOD , that the Lords 
1rath was kindled, hee preſently ſends to Hulda, 
the Prophetcfle, to enquire what was to be done, 
that they might quench it, eſteeming all other 
buſinefle un{eaſonable and fruitlefle , while that 
:.Inmoutn- fire was burning. And here I ſhall onely in a few 
ing.becauſe of wards, commend to you the example and pra- 
Gods erat, qjceof this brave Ki whom this Text lo mag. 
\ Kings 23,11, ICC Ofthis brave King, m this Text 10 m 
ec. nifies.  Fulſt, hee ournes, and calls all the people 
to mourre with him, and that through Gods \ 
mercy, you have dones 


—_— 
_ _— 


—— 


; Rooxing ow ScAdly, hee goes out in that way, whereof 

wolatry,&c-,, YOu heard more in the forenoone, and breakin 
downe all the Images and reliques of 1delatry : the 
Lord ſer it cloſe to your hearts, that you may 


[ leave nothing which is contrary to. Gods-pure- 
| : ir ANNIE nn SE NS worthip.” _— OS 


3 Inexecution ; : 
of Gods Thirdly , hee executed the juſtice and vengeance of 
Ye ngecance up 


on his enc- God upon the Inſtruments of the K ingaomes Yu 
wires, ime, the Jadlatrows Prieſts , digeing the very 


bones 
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bones of ſome of them outsf their graves,the ſame Lord 644 my zoe on 
direct you,that in your great wiſedoms,you may be #9 deſolarion. _ 
as the Angels of God to diſcern whatis to be done, 
withthem who have beene rhe troublers of our 

peace, and the greateſt kindlers of Gods wrath 4- 

gainſtus : ſpare whom yee may ſpare with Gods 

good will, but remember it is fooliſh pity that de- 

{troyes a city : let not the men eſcape whom God 

appoints Out to puniſhment. 


Fourthly, he refolvesto reforme Religion and the * King.20.42. 
worſh:p of God, and to ſet it up, and maintaine it accor- hs) hange pie. b. 
ding tothe word : and to thatend he cals together ing Gods crue 
the Prieſts, and Prophets, the Elders of Iudah and Religion 3nd 
lernſalew,and with them enters into a covenant before I 
the.Lord to walke after the Lord and to keepe his Com , rings x49, 
-mandements, 8c, Oh that the Lord would put it z.&«. 
into the heart of you all ro doethe ſame;you know 
what you have bin oft& petitioned for,the God of al 
wifdome direct you in due time roprocecdin this 
cauſc,and if in your Wiſdoms,you ſhall find it fit- 
ting that agrave Synod of Divines ſhould be called 
toinformes your Conſcienses what is to bee done, 


I betcech you follow the diretion of Gods Word 
in 1t 


5. Andthen for the manner, Fiftly, he did all Era&ly, accor, 
according to Gods law , he conſulted not with fleſh (41550 
 andblood, enquired not into termes of policie,—— 
how farre the ſtate would beaxec it, or how far the 
| H $3 PCO» 
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—S_— people would concurre without grumbling : but 
ins reformation did according toall which God had appointed in 
—— his Word. 

. Andlaſtly, he didit with zeale and fervencie, he 
Jaid not out his ſtrevgth in his owne cauſe , and 
then uſe diverſions and diminutionsin Gods c:uſe; 
b.tthcre was his ſtrergth laid out, where hee 
* knew Gods jealouſie lay, The Lord make you 
and thotwith {ch Joftahs, ſuch zealous men, what CAnakims or 
pſ4 Gyants would you prove, you might ( with Br/a- 
: reus the. Gyant,with a hundred hands,of whom the 
Poets feigne)take Thunderbolts out of the hand of 
God, and fo ſave your ſelves, your familics, and 
the Nation. Go on yee Worthues of the Lord, 
and thus deliver us. If there be any healing , any 

EnNCOUragc- . ; 
—nttheee,  CEUVETANCE, YOU fhall be our Saviours : if there be 


pnAQo. 


none, you may with 19ftah get the judgement rc- 
— ſpired for your life time; let the worſ come, the 


glory of the Lord ſhall not onely be your reward, 
but your rereward, your ſafety : you ſhall Celiver 
your ſoules , and your children, after you thall be 


bleſſed: doe this, and the Lord God be with 
you, 
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